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Message from the President

Purpose
Statement:

As a community of
women created in the
image of God,

called to discipleship
in Jesus Christ, and
empowered by the
Holy Spirit,

we commit ourselves
to grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another
in our callings,
engage in ministry
and action, and
promote healing and
wholeness in the
church, the society,
and the world.
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Purpose Statement

of the Southwestern
Washington Synodical
Women's Organization

The purpose of this
synodical women'’s
organization shall be to
assist congregational and
inter-congregational units
within its territory to fulfill
the purpose of

Women of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in
America.

You are precious in my sight and honored and | love you.
Isaiah 43:4

These are such comforting and marvelous words. God is with me. |
can make it through this omicron variant! It’s difficult, though, with
churches making restrictions again and the fear of cases still rising!
| do hope this letter finds YOU safe and healthy. We all need to
continue our prayers for an end to this pandemic and help our
friends where we can.

The board is planning a Bible study in the Spring with details on
another page.

At the last board meeting it was decided that the board members
would be calling all the churches in our Synod asking to be put in
touch with a WELCA member or an active woman just for a friendly
chat and to answer any questions. So, BE ready .

Blessings to you, Jan Sayler




Treasurer’s Chest

First a big Thank you to all who sent in personal offerings to our convention, your gift is a blessing to many. |
also want to let you know that | am working on an update to unit treasurer’s names and addresses, if you
have had a change in the last year please drop me a note and | will be sure to send a copy of the
Congregational Unit Treasurers Guide. It may also be found on the Women of the ELCA web site under Tools
for Leaders scroll to the bottom of the page and you will find Treasures Guides and Forms.

The following units | have recorded as sending in Offering with date:

All Saints Lutheran, Auburn 12/21 Bethel Lutheran, Brush Prairie 12/21

First Lutheran Community, Port Orchard 9/21 Christ Lutheran, Lakewood 8/21

First Lutheran, Poulsbo 8/21 Immanuel Lutheran, Centralia 11/21

Faith Lutheran, Shelton 12/21 Our Beautiful Savior, Vancouver8/21

St. John’s Lutheran, Chehalis 9/21 Peace Lutheran, Puyallup 12/21

St. Marks, Lacy 10/21 St. Paul, Vancouver 12/21

Silverdale Lutheran 10/21 The Luth. Church of The Good Sheppard, Oly12/21
Trinity Lutheran, Tacoma 11/21 Zion Lutheran, Camas 11/21

If you do not see your church or unit offering that was sent in the months of Oct thru Dec 2121, please
contact us. Please send all offerings to the P.O Box address on the last page of SWATCH.

Kathy Ifft SWO Treasurer

Synodical Treasurer’s Notes

Dear Ladies,

I am writing this to update and touch base with our many Women’s Groups. With the many changes we
have gone through in the last two years I want to send greetings and assure you that we are still here to help all
congregations in our synod to maneuver and strengthen for the present and future.

I am including a path to the Congregational Treasurers Guide found on the Women of the ELCA
website. | find it is helpful to review this guide for changes that have happened in the last couple of years. This
guide can be found following the Tools for Leaders heading at the top of the Women of the ELCA opening
page online. Click on it and you will find the Treasurers guides and forms after scrolling down to the bottom of
the page. There are many other opportunities/resources to be explored within the Women of the ELCA web
site. Please explore the information which is vast and updated as needed.

As always please feel free to contact me with any questions or clarifications you need. Please be on the
watch for your SWATCH Newsletter with local information and updates on events and gatherings in our
synod.

Thank You,

Kathy Ifft, Treasurer

kathifft@msn.com Cell# 253-307-5761  P.O.Box 73754

Puyallup, WA. 98373

Check out these resources from the Women of the ELCA

e Women of the ELCA Web Page - Womenoftheelca.org

e Stay connected with Bold Connections - boldcafe.org

e Gather magazine — A mix of articles, theological reflections, devotions and stories of comfort
and challenge that help readers grow in faith.




Spring Bible Study: Women of the Bible: Abigail
March 26, 2022 10:00 to 11:00 am PST
No Cost

Come hear how Abigail, a woman married to an abusive husband, saves the many lives of the
male servants in her large household and eventually becomes the wife of the future King David.

Register at http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=magpsifab&oeidk=a07ej0jkn0dc205f4e9
By March 25 to receive the Zoom link.

Leslie Woldseth is very excited to be the leader for the SWW SWO Bible study on March 26%". She will bring a
story style teaching on Abigail, one of King David’s wives. Leslie was laid off during the beginning of the
pandemic and she spent her time putting together four teachings on women of the Bible. Abigail is the first and
her favorite of the women.

Leslie loves to study the Bible and spends as much time as she can reading from God’s Word. She completed the
synod’s PSALM program (Program for Strengthening Active Lay Ministry) and is a lay minister. Leslie discovered
the Scriptures at a time of great emotional pain and she was ministered to by the comfort it brought. She began
to memorize the promises of the Lord and continues to memorize and cling to them.

Your New Board Members
We wish to thank Mary Ann Nelson and Sue Anna Tucker for their time and service to the SW Synod Women'’s
Board and welcome two new members; Leslie Woldseth and Carol Kriesel. Leslie introduces herself below:

Leslie Woldseth is the wife of Mark Woldseth, a retired ELCA pastor; the mother of four grown children and
grandmother of two little boys. She is a composer of church music and playwright. She wrote and produced the
musical passion play Parables. Leslie also composed a children’s Christmas musical The Time has Come. She
serves as the church musician at United Lutheran Church in Tacoma.

Leslie currently works as a paraeducator in a high school special education program and also teaches piano
lessons. She enjoys studying the Bible, doing pulpit supply and speaking to women. She has spoken at women’s
retreats and for church women’s groups. Leslie is very excited to serve on the board for the SWW Synodical
Women’s Organization!

The Swatch Newsletter

The Swatch provides news and information about Women of the ELCA. Copies are distributed by electronic mail
whenever possible to SW WA congregations and to hundreds of women individually. To subscribe by postal mail, send $6
to the newsletter editor with the check made to SW WA SWO. Subscriptions are due in January of each year. The Swatch
newsletter is published six times a year: January, March, May, July, September, and November.

Articles may be submitted for consideration for use in Swatch. Send articles to the editor:

Elaine Twogood, 2539 56 Ave. NE, Tacoma, WA 98422 or (preferably) via email to:
A.Twogood@att.net

Copyright 2017 Swatch newsletter of Southwestern Washington Synodical Women’s Organization, Women of the ELCA.
Articles may be reproduced by Women of the ELCA Units provided each copy carries the notice “Reprinted with
permission from Swatch, the Southwestern Washington Synodical Women'’s Organization newsletter, copyright
2017Swatch.”




Southwestern Washington Synod Churches listed by Clusters

Women of the ELCA
Updated September 2018

Coastal Cluster

Aberdeen, Amazing Grace

Chinook, Chinook

Grayland, Twin harbors

Hoquim, Saron Lutheran-First
Presbyterian

Naselle, Naselle

Ocean Park, Ocean Park

Ocean Shores, Galilean Chapel

South Bend, First

Evergreen Cluster

Auburn, All Saints

Auburn, Family of Grace

Auburn, Messiah

Auburn, New Wave Lutheran
Mission

Enumclaw, Hope

Enumclaw, Trinity

Federal Way, Calvary

Federal Way, Chinese
Fellowship

Federal Way, Christ

Federal Way, Light of Grace

Tacoma, Resurrection

Ft Vancouver Cluster
Brush Prairie, Bethel
Camas, Zion
La Center, Highland
Stevenson, Shepherd of the
Hills
Vancouver, Beautiful Saviour
Vancouver, Family of Christ
Vancouver, Immanuel
Vancouver, Messiah
Vancouver, St Andrew
Vancouver, St Paul
Vancouver, Trinity

Narrows Cluster

Fircrest, Redeemer

Gig Harbor, Agnus Dei

Gig Harbor, Peninsula

Lakebay, Key Peninsula

Lakewood, Christ

Lakewood, St John’s

Tacoma, Bethlehem

Tacoma, Emmanuel

Tacoma, First

Tacoma, Gloria Dei

Tacoma, Hope

Tacoma, Mision de Belen

Tacoma, Peace

Tacoma, Pueblo de Dios

Tacoma, Salishan Mission

Tacoma, St Marks’s by the
Narrows

Tacoma, United

University Place, Mt Cross

Olympic Cluster
Belfair, Christ

Bremerton, Emmanuel

Bremerton, Family of God

Bremerton, Our Saviour’s

Forks, Prince of Peace

Port Angeles, Holy Trinity

Port Ludlow, Peace Lutheran
Fellowship

Port Townsend, Grace

Port Orchard, Elim

Port Orchard, First

Port Orchard, Spirit of Life

Poulsbo, First

Poulsbo, Vinland

Sequim, Dungeness Valley

Silverdale, Silverdale

Mt Rainier Cluster
Bonney Lake, Creator
Edgewood, Mountain View
Puyallup, Celebration!
Puyallup, Peace
Puyallup, Pilgrim
Spanaway, Bethany
Spanaway, Spanaway
Sumner, Christ the King
Tacoma, Lutheran Church of
Christ the King
Tacoma, Trinity
Tacoma, University
Congregation-PLU

South Sound Cluster

Centralia, Immanuel

Chehalis, St John’s

Elma, Faith

Lacey, St Mark

Olympia, Gloria Dei

Olympia, Gull Harbor

Olympia, St Christopher’s
Episcopal

Olympia, The Lutheran Church
of The Good Shepherd

Shelton, Faith

Shelton, Living Stones Prison
Congregation

Yelm, Emanuel

Three Rivers Cluster
Castle Rock, St Paul
Kelso, Gloria Dei
Longview, Bethany
Longview, Stella Chapel
Longview, Trinity
Winlock, St Paul
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(1-C) Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

President

Jan Sayler

Bethel,Brush Prairie

25514 NE 165th Street
BATTLEGROUND, WA 98312
360-687-5758

Cell 360-921-6771
khjsayler@gmail.com

Vice President

Jeanne Patterson Silverdale 1546
Bloomington

Avenue BREMERTON, WA 98312
360 -627-8848

Cell 253 —250-5565
jeannep4l4@msn.com

Secretary

Ann Meacham Pennisula, Gig
Harbor 3918 77th Ave. Ct NW GIG
HARBOR, WA 98335
253-279-1609
aemeach@comcast.net

Treasurer

Kathy Ifft

All Saints, Auburn

PO Box 73754 PUYALLUP, WA
98373 253-307-5761
kathyifft@msn.com

Board Members:

Board Member 1

Carol Kriesel

2775 Camino Selva, Green Valley,
AZ 85622

520-990-0221
Ctk701@yahoo.com

Board Member 2

Elaine Twogood 2539 56th Ave NE
TACOMA WA 98422
Cell-253-217-1935
A.twogood@att.net

Board Member 3

Leslie Woldseth 12208 Second
Ave. Ct. East, Tacoma, WA 98445
253-306-9206
lesliewoldseth@yahoo.com

Board Member 4

Virginia Garrison

Trinity, Parkland

4932 South State Street Tacoma,
WA 98409 253-471-1761 Cell 253-
906-1761
vgarrison4932@comcast.net

Board Member 5
(Open Position)

Racial Justice Advocacy Team

Sue Ferber-Goodspeed,

Denise Powell, Barbara Robertson,
and Helene Pearch 4806 Bend
Drive NE

LACEY, WA 98516

360-915-8268
bhpearch@comcast.net

Empowering Life...

Beyond Incarceration!

SWO Prison Mission and Ministry
Team

Sharon Peterson 253-549-6782
empoweringlife@aol.com

Joan Nelson 253-208-3307
joan2nelson@comcast.net PO Box
1803

GIG HARBOR, WA 98335

Pamela Deacon-Joyner, 253-590-
8068

Chair of SW WA Synod Prison
Ministry Board Church
Membership:

Living Stones Congregation
pamdj27 @gmail.com

Cluster Leaders:
Coastal Cluster [Position open]

Evergreen Cluster

Kathy Ifft

PO Box 73754 PUYALLUP, WA
98373 253-307-5761

Ft. Vancouver Cluster

Sue Calvert

15002 NE 3rd St

VANCOUVER, WA 98664

1 360-892-7553 or 1 360-798-1326
ric sue@msn.com

Maren K. Johnson

7801 49th Ave. E TACOMA, WA
98443 253-531-3718 (H) 253-297-
5414 © mkjtacoma@hotmail.com

Narrows Cluster [Position open]
Linda Zeh

P O Box 650

ALLYN, WA 98524 360-620-6787
lakelanders@wavecable.com

South Sound Cluster

Verna Westman

17006 Littlerock Road SW
ROCHESTER, WA 98579 360-273-
0595

Cell phone 360-508-9523
verna.westman@gmail.com

Three Rivers Cluster
Mt. Rainier Cluster
Olympic Cluster

Churchwide Board Member From
SW WA Synod Women Elected at
Triennial 2017

Tina Bigelow

23631 Coburg Place NW
POULSBO, WA 98370 360-697-
3465 tina.bigelow@earthlink.net
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