
“They shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks” (Isaiah 

2:4). 
 
On this past Wednesday, at 3pm Pacific 
Standard Time, church bells rang in Olym-
pia and in Seattle and in Washington, DC. 
They rang all over the country, marking 
the time—exactly 50 years ago—when 
Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his famous 

speech during the March on Washington. 
 
We all know the soaring refrain that con-
cluded the speech (which was, incidental-

ly, “off-script”): 
 

I have a dream that one day this na-
tion will rise up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed: "We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal." 
 

I have a dream that one day on the 
red hills of Georgia, the sons of for-
mer slaves and the sons of former 
slave owners will be able to 
sit down together at the 

table of brotherhood…. 
 

I have a dream that my four 
little children will one day 
live in a nation where they 
will not be judged by the 
color of their skin but by 
the content of their charac-

ter. 
 

Dr. King spoke into a world and a 
time that was deeply divided, deeply 
segregated, deeply entrenched in divi-
sions of race and class, and he spoke 

of a new future, a new dream. 
 
This has always been the way of 
prophets—and it’s always been the 
way of God. God spoke to Abraham, 
showing him a sky full of stars and 
whispering of a homeland and a peo-
ple and a promise. God spoke through 
Isaiah, dreaming of a world where 
there is no need for swords or spears 
or weapons of any kind. God spoke 
through Mary, dreaming of a world 
where the hungry are filled with good 
things. God spoke to Peter in a 
dream, showing him a world of di-
verse people—all of whom are called 
clean, all of whom are called accepta-

ble to God. 
 
                    
                     continued on next page 
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God has a dream for this world—a 
dream that hurts will be healed, that 
divisions will be bridged, that lives and 
communities and nations will be recon-
ciled. When we gather as the church, 
we are remembering that dream, and 
we’re committing ourselves to working 
for it with everything we have. We’re 
blessed to have prophets like Dr. King, 
who knew how to articulate God’s 
dream with incredible power and beau-
ty: 
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I have a dream that one day every 
valley shall be exalted, and every 
hill and mountain shall be made 
low, the rough places will be 
made plain, and the crooked plac-
es will be made straight; "and the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
and all flesh shall see it together." 

 
Peace, 

 
Pastor Andy 
pastor@stchristopherolympia.org 
360-628-6828 

“God has a 
dream for 
this 

world...lives 
and 

communities 
and nations 
will be 

reconciled .” 

Thank You 

A word of thanks to all who gave of 
their time and talents to make last 
week’s Blueberry Bash a great event. A 
good time was had by all, we raised 
funds for SideWalk and the ministry of 

St. Christopher’s, and when the 

day was over, not a single slice of pie 
was left—a true mark of success if 

ever there was one. 
 
Thank you for the many ways you are 

part of the ministry of St. Christopher’s.  

Blessing of the Backpacks – Sunday, September 8th 

On Sunday, September 8th, we’ll 
be recognizing students, teach-
ers, administrators, and anyone 
involved in education as they 
head back to school. Kids are 

invited to bring their backpacks to wor-

ship where they’ll be blessed for the 
year ahead. Invite a teacher or stu-
dent to join you for worship next 

week—all are welcome! 

Church Picnic – Sunday, September 8th 

The annual all-church picnic will be held on Sunday, September 8th 
following worship and will be hosted by Steve and Lisa Andrew at 
their home. Burgers and brats will be provided; please bring a side, 

salad, or dessert to share.  



• How you want people to treat you. 
• What you want your loved ones to 

know. 
 
St. Christopher’s member Glenn Austad 
and Pastor Andy will lead a Five Wishes 
workshop on Saturday, September 
21, from 10am to noon. The cost is 

$3 per individual or $5 per couple. 
 
The workshop is open to anyone age 18 
or older. Please contact the church of-
fice or use the sign-up sheet in the nar-

thex by September 14 to sign up.	 

Planning for the way you’ll be treated 
in the event of a serious illness can 
seem like a daunting or frightening 
task, but it doesn’t need to be. Five 
Wishes is a nationally-used resource 
that has become America’s most pop-
ular living will. It’s written in everyday 
language and helps start and structure 
important conversations about care in 

times of serious illness. 
 
More importantly, Five Wishes is the 
first living will that talks about person-
al, emotional and spiritual needs as 
well as medical wishes. The simple 
document will let your family and doc-

tors know: 
• Who you want to make health 

care decisions for you when you 

can't make them. 
• The kind of medical treatment 

you want or don't want. 
• How comfortable you want to be. 

Education Hour in September –  
Justice for the Poor 

if you’d like a copy.  All are wel-
come to join at any time.  Here’s 
the schedule of topics for Sep-

tember: 
 
Sept. 8:  Session 1 – “Burger King 

Mom” – Being Poor in America 
Sept. 15:  Session 2 – Is 
There Something Wrong with the 

Prosperity Gospel? 
Sept. 22: Session 3 – Standing at 

the Corner of Church and State 
Sept. 29: Session 4 – The Gospel 

According to New Orleans 

.Our 9am Sunday morning education 
hour will return in September.  We’ll 
be looking at “Justice for the Poor,” a 
six-session course that looks at the 
biblical call to care for the poor and 
asks questions about what this call 
might look like in our world today.  
Each week will start with a short 
video featuring Jim Wallis, followed 

by conversation. 
 
Participant books are available for $5.  
Please sign up on the kiosk at church 

Living Will Workshop at St. Christopher’s: Five Wishes 
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“...talks 
about 
personal, 
emotional 
and 
spiritual 
needs as 
well as 
medical 
wishes.” 
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Church News 

The Open Hands Garden is flourishing, thanks to the 
work of volunteers from the congregation and wider 
community. An automated watering system is now in 
place, and the tomatoes, squash, and other vegetables 
are growing beautifully and helping to feed people in 

need in the wider community. 
 

The men’s breakfast group is meeting every other week 
at the IHOP in West Olympia (1520 Cooper Point Rd. 
SW) for fellowship and good food.  This month we’ll 

gather on September 5th and 19th.  All are welcome! 

 

 

Open Hands Garden News 

September 2013 

Monthly Financial Check-in  

  Giving Pro-
jected in 2013 

Budget 

Actual Giving Giving Required for 
“Balanced” 2013 

Budget 

August 2013 $8,750 $7,000 $10,612 

Year-to-Date $61,250 $ 76,623 $74,284 

2013 Total $105,000 N/A $127,340 

Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship Group 

A regular glance at our budget, our giving, and our finances in general. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As many of you know, St. Christopher’s is a congregation under development, 
in a process of deepening our mission and growing our ministry.  This work is 
about deepening our relationships with God, one another, and our community.  
While the numbers are certainly not the main thing, we need to keep an eye 

on them, since they reflect our resources for ministry. 
 
St. Christopher’s is in the third and final year of a grant from the ELCA for 
clergy compensation.  This year we are receiving $20,000 in grant funds, and in 

2014, we will be “on our own”, no longer be receiving grant assistance. 
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Summer with St. Christopher’s 

Our youth at Christikon  
in Montana 

Pat Kelly at the  
Blueberry Bash 

The St. Kitt’s booth selling 
Steamboat Island t-shirts at the 

Blueberry Bash 
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Sunday School Returns – September 8  

 
“...make a 
big differ-
ence in the 
lives of our 
congrega-
tion’s chil-

dren…” 

After a break for the summer months, Sunday school will return on September 8 
for all children ages 3 through fifth grade.  Sunday school begins at 10:30 every 

Sunday morning; children rejoin their families for worship before Communion. 

Help with Sunday School This Year 

August 2013 

Open Hands Garden - Work Days Every Tuesday, 5-7pm 

Every Tuesday afternoon from 
5-7pm, there is an open work 
day in the Open Hands Food 
Bank Garden.  A coordinator 
will be present to show you 
what needs to get done; just 

drop in to weed, water, harvest, 
and plant.  The garden is already 
producing bountiful food for the 
food bank--come and be a part of 

it! 

Ways to Serve/Children’s Ministry 

The new year of Sunday School is just 
around the corner, and we're currently 
putting together the schedule of teach-
ers. This year we are particularly look-

ing for help in these areas: 

• Keeping the children's ministry 

area tidy and well-stocked	

• Teaching in the younger children’s 
class (approximately 1 Sunday per 

month)	

None of these jobs is a large time 
commitment (and ample training will 
be provided), but they all make a big 
difference in the lives of our congrega-
tion's children and their families. Might 
you be called to serve in one of these 

areas? Contact the church office. 

Lisa Andrew and Wesley 
Finn beautifying the 

church ground for the 
Blueberry Bash. 
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Confirmation Class Beginning This September   

Youth Group 

“Contact 
the church 
office...by 
Sept. 8 if 

you’re  
interested 

in joining.” 

Confirmation class – Sun, September 15, 5pm 
Youth group meeting - Sun, September 15, 7pm 
Service day at Thurston County Food Bank - Tues, Sept. 24 (3:30-5pm) 

Confirmation is a way to live into the 
promises made to a person in baptism. 
God promises unconditional love and 
forgiveness to each of us, and in confir-
mation we respond by saying Yes! 
That’s how I want to live my life; that’s the 

journey of discovery I want to be on. 
 
A confirmation class is starting at St. 
Christopher’s for middle school and 
high school youth. We’ll meet twice a 

month on Sunday afternoons through-
out the school year to talk about the 
central texts, practices, and beliefs of 
the Christian faith. It’s a time to explore 
the riches of the Christian tradition, 
deepen our understanding, and claim 

the faith as our own. 
 
Please contact the church office or Pastor 
Andy by September 8th if you’re interested 

in joining. 

Youth Group Meetings Return – Sunday, September 15th 

We’ll kick off the new year of youth group on Sunday, September 15, for all youth 
entering grades 6 through 12.  During the school year, youth group meets on the 
first and third Sundays of every month.  This year we’ll be meeting from 7-8:30pm, in 

order to accommodate confirmation class beforehand. 
 

What: Youth Group 
Who: All St. Christopher’s youth and friends entering grades 6-12 
When: First and third Sundays of each month, 7-8:30pm 

Monthly Service Days - 4th Tuesday of Each Month 

Starting this month, the youth group 
will resume its usual volunteer day.  
On the fourth Tuesday of every month, 
the youth group will be working at 
the Thurston County Food Bank (220 
Thurston Avenue Northeast, Olym-
pia) from 3:30 to 5pm.  We’ll be as-
sisting with the FORKids program, a 
program that provides backpacks of 
food for children in need to take 

home on the weekends. 

There is no need to sign up; all are wel-
come.  Carpools can be arranged from 
the Griffin School.  If you’re interested 
in being part of a carpool, contact the 

church office. 
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Calendar of Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Education Hour 

9am 

 

2 3 Office Hours 

1:30—5pm 
 

Weekly  
Gardening 

5-7pm 

4 
AA—8pm 

5 Men’s Group 

7:30AM 
 

Office Hours 
9am—noon 

 

Choir—7pm 

6 7 

8 Ed Hr 9am  

Sunday School 
10:30 

Blessing Back-
packs  10:30 am 
Church Picnic at 

The Andrew’s 
noon 

9 

 
Vestry Council 

7pm 

10  
Office Hours 
1:30—5pm 

 

Weekly Gardening 
5-7pm 

11 
 

Garden Meeting 
7pm 

 
AA—8pm 

12 
 

Office Hours 
9am—noon 

 
Choir—7pm 

13 14 

15 Ed Hr 9 

Sunday School 
10:30 

Confirmation  
5-7pm 

Youth Group  
7—8:30pm 

16 

 

17 Office Hours 

1:30—5pm 
 

Weekly Gardening 
5-7pm 

18 
AA—8pm 

19 Men’s Group 

7:30AM 
 

Office Hours 
9am—noon 

 

Choir—7pm 

20 
 

Beacon Articles 

Due 

21 
 

Living Will  
Workshop 

10am—noon 

22 
Education Hour 

9am 
Sunday School 

10:30 

23 24 Office Hours 

1:30—5pm 
 

YG at Food Bank 
3:30—5pm 

 

25 
AA—8pm 

26 
Office Hours 
9am—noon 

 

Choir—7pm 

27 28 

29 
Education Hour 

9am 
Sunday School 

10:30 

30     
 
 
YG = Youth group 

September 2013 
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Sept 1 
 

 

Sept 8 
 

 

Sept 15 
 

 

Sept 22 
 

  
Greeter 

 

Green/ 
Rydman 

 

Gustafson/ 
BW Finn 

 

Parker 
 

Edwards/ 
Sachs 

 
Acolyte 

 
A. King 

 
Gerhard 

 
Quast 

 
Wheeler 

 

Chalice 
Bearer 

 

G. Willis/ 
Murray 

 

 

R. Finn/ 
G. Whitehouse 

 

Scharf/ 
L. Bradford 

 

Sells/ 
G. Willis 

 

Reader 
 

B. Whitehouse 
 

A. Kirkendall 
 

C. Soetenga 
 

E. Boysen 

 
Coffee 
Hour 

 

 
Boysen 

 
 

Church Picnic 
At the 

Andrew’s 
 

 
Vincent/ 
Ehler 

 
M. Wheeler/ 

Degler 
 

 

Worship 
Support 

 

Bradford/ 
Scharf 

 

Marilyn 
 

Open 
 

Cindy/Irene 

 
Altar 

Flowers 

The 
Andrews  
for their 

anniversary 

The Goldsmiths 
For Cindy’s 
Birthday and 
Jim’s Master  

degree 

 
Nancy Sachs  
in memory  
of Harlan 

The Andrews/

Kirkendalls 
for 

Lena’s & Lisa’s 
birthdays 

 

Sept 29 
 

 

Christianson/ 
Scharf 

 
S. Settle 

 

Sells/ 
S. Parker 

 

R. Finn 

 
Whidden/ 
D. Bradford 

 

 

Open 

 
The 

Parkers 

Chil-

dren’s 
Ministry 

 
n/a 

 
Charlotte/ 

Sarah/Sharon G. 

 
G. Willis/ 
Sarah/Lisa 

 

 
Charlotte/ 
Sarah/Dixie 

 
Sarah/Betty/ 

Debbie 

Reminder:  If you are unable to provide service on the day scheduled, please make  
arrangements to find a replacement or trade places with someone.   

Thank you. 

September Sunday Service Schedule 
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Office Hours  
Tuesdays 1:30—5 pm  
Thursdays 9:00—noon  

or by appointment 
 

360-866-2111 
office@stchristopherolympia.org 
www.stchristopherolympia.org  

 
Pastor Andy Willis 

  
 

Sunday Worship Hours 
 

Worship and Sunday School 
at 10:30 a.m., 

 with nursery care   


