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Pastor’s Page—What Is Enough?
And Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be on
your guard against all kinds of greed; for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance
of possessions.” (Luke 12:15)
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There’s nothing like moving homes to
make you realize how much stuff you
have. It’s been a few years now since my
family and I have gone through that ritual,
but every time we do, we say the same
thing: Where did all of this come from?
For most of us, there’s a little (or sometimes not-so-little) voice in the back of
our minds telling us that what we have is
not enough. We need a larger home, or a
better smartphone, or a new wardrobe,
or a fancier vacation. That voice can
quickly become what I would call demonic, taking on a life of its own and robbing
our lives of joy and contentment in the
process.
As a church, we’re going to be asking
questions about what is enough this season. To help with the conversation, we’ll

be making copies of a wonderful little
book available free of charge to all
member households. It’s by Adam
Hamilton, a Methodist pastor, and it’s
called Enough: Discovering Joy Through
Simplicity and Generosity. We’ll be talking about it in worship, we’ll be holding small group conversations to reflect on it together, and we’ll be letting it guide us through our annual
pledge drive this fall.
And I’ll be honest with you: we are
also asking questions about what is
enough when it comes to our church
budget. Most of you know that St.
Christopher’s has been receiving a
very generous grant from the ELCA
for the past two and a half years to
pay a large percentage of my salary.
That grant finishes in February 2014,
and the expectation has always been
that the congregation would pick up
where the grant left off.
We’ve made some definite progress in
giving—and we’re ahead of where we
projected we might be—but the fact
is, we are not yet on track to make up
the difference. If our giving stays
where it has so far this year, we will
come up about $14,000 short of a
balanced budget for 2013. If those
giving numbers hold for next year—
when we are no longer receiving grant
funds—we can expect to come up
about $34,000 short in 2014. You can
see the details in the giving chart below.
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“So let’s talk
honestly and
openly this
season,
asking God
to help us
more deeply
learn the
meaning of
that
beautiful
word:
enough.”

I do not see this situation as cause for
alarm but as cause for reflection. Have
you kept up with your giving toward
your pledge for this year at St. Christopher’s? What does this congregation’s
ministry mean to you? Are you able to
increase your giving in the year ahead?
What would it mean for you to grow in
generosity this year?
I can’t stress this enough: your giving is
not primarily about helping us make our
budget. Your giving is about your own
life of faith, and what you decide to give
needs to be based on conversations
with your family, your church community, and God.

But your giving does have a direct bearing on our congregation’s capacity for
ministry. So let’s talk honestly and
openly this season, asking God to help
us more deeply learn the meaning of
that beautiful word: enough.
Peace,
Pastor Andy
pastor@stchristopherolympia.org
Photo courtesy of Tomislav Alajbeg,
RGBStock: http://www.rgbstock.com/user/
StariSob

“Enough” – Join in the Conversation this Month
This October, we’re going to be
having a congregation-wide conversation centered around a wonderful little book called Enough:
Discovering Joy Through Simplicity
and Generosity. This book invites us
to talk about what contentment
and generosity look like today—
topics that are near and dear to
my heart, as I know they are to
many.

Copies of this book will be available
free of charge for all member households starting Sunday, October 6.
Pick one up on Sunday morning, or
stop by during office hours. We’ll be
talking about the book during our
Sunday education hour, and possibly
at another weekly time as well.

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 6th
In honor of the Feast of St. Francis, we’ll have a
blessing of the animals on Sunday, October 6.
Bring a favorite non-human animal to worship this
week! The blessing will take place outside the
church immediately following worship.
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Education Hour in October:
Education hour is every Sunday morning
from 9am-10am. The topics vary from
week to week, but the format is the
same: coffee, conversation, and a time
to grow in faith through reflection on
subjects that matter deeply.

Oct. 6: Justice for the Poor
Session 6 – “From Serial
Charity to a Just Society”

This month, we’ll be finishing up our
sessions on Justice for the Poor and
transitioning to four weeks of conversation on the book Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity. Come join in the conversation!

Oct. 20: Enough Chapter 2 –
“Wisdom and Finance”

Oct. 13: Enough Chapter 1 –
“When Dreams Become
Nightmares”

Oct. 27: Enough Chapter 3 –
“Cultivating Contentment”

Open Hands Garden News
The Open Hands Garden is flourishing, thanks to the work of
volunteers from the congregation and wider community. We
are now at the end of the growing season, and there will be
need for lots of help to get the garden cleared out and ready
for winter. See the announcement below in the “Ways to
Serve” section.

Steamboat Women's Bible Study
A few St. Christopher's members have
been attending a local Bible study for
Steamboat Island women. They invite
others to join them on Friday afternoons from noon to 1pm.

For details and location,
contact Sharon Gerhard
at
360-866-3611.

Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship Group
The men’s breakfast group is meeting every other
week at the IHOP in West Olympia (1520 Cooper
Point Rd. SW) for fellowship and good food. This
month we’ll gather on October 3, 17, and 31. All
are welcome!
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Monthly Financial Check-in
A regular glance at our budget, our giving, and our finances in general.

September
2013
Year-to-Date
2013 Total
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Giving Projected

Actual Giving

Giving Required for
“Balanced” 2013
Budget

$8,750

$8,481

$10,612

$78,750
$105,000

$85.109

$95,508
$127,340

n/a

As many of you know, St. Christopher’s is a congregation under development, in a process of deepening our mission and growing our
ministry. This work is about deepening our relationships with God,
one another, and our community. While the numbers are certainly
not the main thing, we need to keep an eye on them, since they reflect our resources for ministry.
St. Christopher’s is in the third and final year of a grant from the
ELCA for clergy compensation. This year we are receiving $20,000
in grant funds, and in 2014, we will be “on our own”, no longer be receiving
grant assistance.
Please know that your giving is vital to all aspects of our ministry. Thank you
for your stewardship of all that God has entrusted to you.

2013 Blueberry Bash Fun Facts
Guests welcomed: 380
Pies Eaten:

134

Funds raised for SideWalk: $ 1,205
Funds raised for St. Christopher’s: $ 4,820

Free Piano
The Walther’s have a Newman Bros. Co. upright piano, 30” wide, 60”
long, and 58” high, that is free to a good home. It needs tuning and
some of the tops of the keys need reattaching. Call Marilyn Walther at
866-8792 for more information.
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Open Hands Garden – Fall Work Day: Sunday, October 20
On Sunday, October 20, there will be a work
day in the Open Hands Garden following worship to clear out the garden for the winter. We
can use lots of help, so please lend a hand if
you’re able (and dress for the day’s weather—
we’ll be outside rain or shine!).

October Youth Events
Confirmation class – October 6 and 20 (5 – 6:30pm)
Youth group meeting – October 6 and 20 (6:30 – 8pm)
Service day at Thurston County Food Bank - October 22 (3:30 – 5pm)

Take Note!
A Scheduling Change for Confirmation and Youth Group
After the first week of confirmation and youth group this fall, we’ve realized that the
schedule can be tightened up a bit. As noted above, confirmation will still begin at
5pm, but youth group will begin a half-hour earlier than before, at 6:30pm. This will allow
us to be finished by 8pm.
Thank you for your flexibility!

Monthly Service Days - 4th Tuesday of Each Month
On the fourth Tuesday of every month,
the youth group serves at the
Thurston County Food Bank (220
Thurston Avenue Northeast, Olympia) from 3:30 to 5pm. We’ll be assisting with the FORKids program, a
program that provides backpacks of
food for children in need to take
home on the weekends.

There is no need to sign up; all are welcome. Carpools can be arranged from
the Griffin School and/or Capital High
School. If you’re interested in being
part of a carpool, contact the church
office.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Fri

3 Men’s Group 4

1 Office Hours 2
1:30—5pm

Thu

Sat
5

7:30AM

AA—8pm

Office Hours
9am—noon

Weekly Gardening
5-7pm

Choir—7pm

6 Education Hr 9 7
Sunday School
and
Worship 10:30am
Blessing of the
Animals 11:45am
Confirmation
5-6:30pm

8

9

10

11

Office Hours
1:30—5pm

Garden Meeting
7pm

Office Hours
9am—noon

Weekly Gardening
5-7pm

AA—8pm

Choir—7pm

12
Vestry Council
10am-3pm

Youth Group
6:30—8

13

14

15

17

16

Ed Hour 9am
Office Hours
1:30—5pm

Sunday School
and
Worship 10:30am

AA—8pm

18

19

25

26

Men’s Group
7:30AM
Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir—7pm

20 Ed Hr 9am
Sunday School
and
Worship 10:30am
Work Party
noon –2

21
Beacon Articles
Due

22

23

24

Office Hours
1:30—5pm
AA—8pm

Choir—7pm

YG at Food Bank
3:30—5pm

Confirmation
5-6:30pm

Office Hours
9am—noon

Youth Group
6:30—8

27
Education Hour
9am
Sunday School
and
Worship 10:30am

28

29

31 Men’s Group

30
AA—8pm

Office Hours
1:30—5pm

7:30AM
Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir—7pm
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October Sunday Service Schedule
Oct. 6

Oct. 13

Oct. 20

Oct. 27

Blessing of the Animals

Greeter

Whitehouse

Edwards/
Rydman

Gustafson/
BW Finn

Greene/
Sachs

Acolyte

Nicole

Wheeler

John

Tyler

Chalice
Bearer

Becky/
Patti

Linda S./
Sharon

Grete/
Linda B

Michael/
Lee

Reader

A. Greene

C. Pitcher

A. Parker

G. Settle

Coffee
Hour

Edwards/
Finn

Goldsmith/
Haller

Whidden/
Haughton

Jansen/
King

Children’s
Ministry

Charlotte/
Dixie/Sarah

Grete/Karli/
Sarah

Charlotte/
Sharon G./
Sarah

Betty/Debbie/
Sarah

Worship
Support

Lindas

Cindy & Irene

Marilyn

Open

The
Walthers
for Marty’s
birthday

The
Soetengas for
Mark &
Sydney’s
birthdays

Genene Kluck
and Doug Pook
Altar
for Gracias
Flowers
por la vida!

Open

Reminder: If you are unable to provide service on the day scheduled, please make
arrangements to find a replacement or trade places with someone.
Thank you.

St. Christopher’s Community Church
(Episcopal/ELCA)
7902 Steamboat Island Road NW
Olympia, WA 98502

St. Christopher ‘s
Community Church

Office Hours
Tuesdays 1:30—5 pm
Thursdays 9:00—noon
or by appointment
360-866-2111
office@stchristopherolympia.org
www.stchristopherolympia.org
Pastor Andy Willis

Sunday Worship Hours
Worship and Sunday School
at 10:30 a.m.,
with nursery care

