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Pastor’s Page— Giving from the Heart
Each of you must give as you have made up
your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7).
It’s been a rich month of conversation. As
a congregation, we gave out 60 copies of
Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity
and Generosity in October, and I’ve been
so pleased with the thoughtful, honest,
searching conversations I’ve overheard
and gotten to be a part of.
We’ve been reading this book because I
think it speaks to deep needs in all of us:
needs to be honest and open about our
relationships with money and possessions
and needs to give back from the abundance we’ve been given. We’ve also been
reading this book because it points us
toward the opportunity we all have this
month to make our estimates of giving to
St. Christopher’s for the year ahead.
All members will be receiving commitment Sunday packets in the mail early this
month, and we’ll have the opportunity to
make our estimates of giving on Sunday,
November 10. But before we get there, I
want to take the opportunity to review
where we’ve been.
Each week for the past four, members of
the St. Christopher’s community have
written a brief reflection on a chapter
from Enough—these reflections were
shared in weekly emails and in the bulletins. Here are just a few of the good

words they shared with us:
From Patti Sells:
In my work with teaching Financial Fitness classes, one of my favorite things to
do is to have the participants keep track
of everything they spend for a full week.
They are to write down how much they
spent and what they spent it on, even if it
is as little as a dime or quarter…. So try
keeping track for a week and see where
your money is going. It may help as you
think about answering Hamilton’s first
question: “How would you describe or
define your life purpose?”
From Tiff West-Schaub:
It’s easy to get caught up in the upcoming Christmastime commercials and flyers
and “Every kiss begins with Kay.” But
cultivating contentment requires we ask,
“Do I really need this? Why do I want it?
Will this action honor God?” Intentional
giving of any kind, to partners, children,
or the church, honors God. Living simply
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Pastor’s Page ...continued

“It is our

prayer that
you will find
satisfaction
by directing a
portion of
the gifts God
has entrusted
to you, to
the work of
the Lord.”

doesn’t fill glossy look-books. What brings
us closer to God is often full of quiet moments with Saturday morning cups of coffee and small town doughnuts and the
people you love in simple surroundings. The
decorations of life fade.

able to help our church, our selected charities, our college, and people in need, with
our time and resources. It is our prayer
that you will find satisfaction by directing a
portion of the gifts God has entrusted to
you, to the work of the Lord.

From Glenn and Karen Austad:
It is a real challenge to believe that we can
give more, and still have enough for ourselves. Glenn and I have found that the
more you give, actually the more you really
WANT to give. Many have sacrificed for us,
and it should be in our hearts to sacrifice
for others also.

Good words—ones to guide us all as
we pray about how we will respond to
God’s generous work in our lives.

In our retirement we feel fortunate to be

Photo courtesy of Andreas Krappweis, RGBStock:
http://www.rgbstock.com/user/krappweis

Peace,
Pastor Andy
pastor@stchristopherolympia.org

Congregational Forum on November 3rd
St. Christopher's has been receiving a
grant from the ELCA for the past three
years as part of an intentional process
of mission development. From November 1 to 3, a review team from our
Episcopal Diocese and Lutheran Synod
will be conducting a comprehensive
review of our ministry as part of the
grant process.

The review team will join us for worship on November 3 and will lead a
brief forum immediately after worship, to share feedback and findings
from their review.
Please join in the conversation-11:45am, November 3rd. All are welcome!

Commitment Sunday – November 10th
On Sunday, November 10th, we will have
the opportunity to
make our estimates
of giving to St. Christopher’s for the coming year as part of
worship. We’ve spent several weeks
reading and reflecting on our relationship to money and possessions, and

we’re all invited to respond with our
intentions to give toward this congregation’s ministries that mean so much
to so many.
Pick up your commitment Sunday materials on November 3rd, or watch for
them in the mail.
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Stories from the Pacific Crest Trail:
Michael Walther’s Summer Travels
On Sunday, November 10th, Michael Walther will offer a presentation on
his through-hike of the entire Pacific Crest Trail this past summer. Come
for photos, stories, and trail food, starting at noon. Bring a friend along:
all are welcome!

A New Roof for St. Christopher’s
The present
roof on the
St.
Christopher’s
building is
decades old and in need of replacement.
Following a congregation-wide listening
post to gather information and feedback,
the Vestry Council voted on October
29 to authorize construction of a new
church roof immediately.
A loan of $15,000 will be taken from the

St. Christopher’s building fund, to be
repaid by the church at 3% interest.
It is the Vestry Council’s goal to pay
back the full loan amount through
quarterly payments over a period of
two years. Look for the construction work to take place in early November.
Should you wish to make a special financial gift toward this important project, you may contact the church office.

“Should
you wish to
make a
special financial gift
toward this
important
project,
you may
contact the
church
office. “

Love Mercy, Do Justice: Workshop at St. Benedict’s in Lacey
On Saturday, November 16, the Episcopal Diocese of Olympia is hosting a
workshop focusing on the connection
between acts of mercy and the larger
call to work for justice. Interested in

attending? Contact the church office,
or visit this website for more information:
http://lovemercydojustice.org

Bread-Baking Class: Saturday, November 23rd
On Saturday, November 23rd, there
will be a bread-baking class at St.
Christopher’s led by our own communion-bread-baker, Marilyn Walther. All who would like to learn to
bake the communion bread recipe
either for use at home or to serve at
St. Christopher’s are welcome to
attend.

The class will begin at
9:30am. Contact Marilyn
Walther to sign up: 8668792.
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Education Hour in November
Education hour is every Sunday morning from 9am-10am.
The topics vary from week to
week, but the format is the
same: coffee, conversation,
and a time to grow in faith
through reflection on subjects
that matter deeply.

start a Bible study for the next several
weeks. Come join in the conversation!
Nov. 3:

Enough Chapter 4 –
“Defined by Generosity”
Nov. 10: Bible study
Nov. 17: Bible study
Nov. 24: Bible study

This month, we’ll be finishing up our sessions on the
book Enough: Discovering Joy
Through Simplicity and Generosity and will

Monthly Financial Check-in
A regular glance at our budget, our giving, and our finances in general.
Actual Giving

Giving Required for
“Balanced” 2013 Budget

October 2013

$9,886

$10,612

Year-to-Date

$96,115

2013 Total

n/a

$106,120
$127,340

As many of you know, St. Christopher’s is a congregation under development, in a process of deepening our mission and growing our ministry. This
work is about deepening our relationships with God, one another, and our
community. While the numbers are certainly not the main thing, we need to
keep an eye on them, since they reflect our resources for ministry.
St. Christopher’s is in the third and final year of a grant from the ELCA for
clergy compensation. This year we are receiving $20,000 in grant funds, and
in 2014, we will be “on our own”, no longer be receiving grant assistance.
Please know that your giving is vital to all aspects of our ministry. Thank you
for your stewardship of all that God has entrusted to you.
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Bishop Rickel’s Visit to St. Christopher’s: December 22

It’s been several years since we’ve had a visit from our local bishop, but that’s about
to change! On Sunday, December 22nd, Bishop Greg Rickel of the Episcopal Diocese
of Olympia will be visiting St. Christopher’s.
A Bishop’s Visitation is many things: a cause for celebration, a time to gather as a
community, and an occasion for baptisms, confirmations, and reaffirmations of
faith.
Who should be baptized?
If you’ve never been baptized and are ready for this formal entry into
the Christian faith and life, there’s no time like the present!
Who should be confirmed?
If you’ve been baptized but not confirmed and would like to make an
adult commitment of faith, this is a great time to make that commitment.
Who should reaffirm their faith?
Maybe you were confirmed a few decades ago. Maybe you’ve entered a new
chapter in your life. Maybe you’re simply looking to make a renewed commitment to the Christian faith and life. If you’ve already been baptized and
confirmed and would like to reaffirm that commitment, this is a great time
for that as well.
Classes will be held in November for anyone wishing to undergo baptism, confirmation, or a reaffirmation of faith during Bishop Rickel’s visitation. Contact Pastor Andy
as soon as possible if you’re interested.

Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship Group
The men’s breakfast group meets every other Thursday morning at 7:30am at the IHOP in West Olympia
(1520 Cooper Point Rd. SW) for good company,
good food, and conversation about our faith. This
month we’ll gather on November 14 (and not on
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 28). All are welcome!

Open Hands Garden News
The harvest is complete, and the Open Hands Garden is resting for the
winter after a great first growing season. Thanks to all who were a part of
it—planning, planting, watering, weeding, and harvesting. You have made
this great outreach to the community possible: thank you!
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Ways to Serve

Help with This Year's Advent Festival
St. Christopher's has
regularly held an Advent
Festival in early December--a time to gather as
a community for a meal,
time together, and the

Page 6
opportunity to make crafts for the
Advent season. The event cannot take
place without a planning team! If you'd
like to be part of this year's planning
group, please contact the church office by November 11.

Gifts of Hope at St. Christopher's
Gifts of Hope is an alternative giving
program organized by local churches each Advent/
Christmas season. The catalog contains opportunities to support local and international ministries as
gifts for your loved ones. Are you interested in
helping organize the Gifts of Hope table at St.
Christopher's this Advent? We're looking for help
to make this happen: please contact the church office by November 11.

Coordinate the Children’s Christmas Pageant
Our children love dressing up and performing in our simple Christmas pageant. Are you interested in being the Christmas pageant
coordinator this year? Or to help with getting the children in the
costumes on the pageant day? The children don’t have to learn
lines, they simply wear costumes and walk out with corresponding
Christmas carols. Feel free to make changes. If you are interested
please contact the office.

Join in Worship Leadership this Season
Our worship is so much richer with many voices and hands helping to lead us.
There are many ways to help lead: welcoming people to worship as a greeter, reading the scriptures, and serving Communion are all vitally important—and they’re
even fun, too. Might you be called to serve in one of these ways? Contact the
church office for more information.
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Ways to Serve/ Youth Group

November Youth Events
Confirmation class – November 3 and 17 (5 – 6:30pm)
Youth group meeting – November 3 and 17 (6:30 – 8pm)
Service day at Thurston County Food Bank - November 26 (3:30 – 5pm)

Monthly Service Days - 4th Tuesday of Each Month
On the fourth Tuesday of every month,
the youth group serves at the
Thurston County Food Bank (220
Thurston Avenue Northeast, Olympia) from 3:30 to 5pm. We’ll be assisting with the FORKids program, a
program that provides backpacks of
food for children in need to take
home on the weekends.

There is no need to sign up; all are welcome. Carpools can be arranged from
the Griffin School and/or Capital High
School. If you’re interested in being
part of a carpool, contact the church
office.

Blessing of the Animals
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Sun

Mon

3 Education Hr 9 4
Sunday School
10:30

Tue

5

Wed

6
Office Hours
1:30—5pm

Worship 10:30am

Thu

7
AA—8pm

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16

Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir—7pm

Congregational
Forum 11:45am
Confirmation
5-6:30pm
Youth Group
6:30—8

10 Ed Hr 9am 11

12

14

13

Sunday School
10:30
Worship 10:30am

Men’s Group
7:30AM
Vestry Council
7pm

Michael’s
Journey—noon

Office Hours
1:30—5pm

AA—8pm

17 Ed Hr 9am 18

19

20

21

Sunday School
10:30

Confirmation
5-6:30pm

Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir—7pm

Commitment
Sunday

Worship 10:30am

Love Mercy Do
Justice Workshop
At St. Benedict’s
9am-4pm

Beacon Articles
Due

Office Hours
1:30—5pm

AA—8pm

22

Office Hours
9am—noon

23
Bread Baking
Class
9:30am

Choir—7pm

Youth Group
6:30—8

24 Ed Hr 9am 25
Sunday School
10:30
Worship 10:30am

26
Office Hours
1:30—5pm
YG at Food Bank
3:30—5pm

28

27
AA—8pm

Thanksgiving Day
Office Closed

29

30
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November Sunday Service Schedule
Nov. 3

Nov. 10

Nov. 17

Nov. 24

Greeter

Maggie R./
Sherry

Parkers

Annette E./
Nancy S.

Whitehouse

Acolyte

Alex Q.

Tyler

Aidan

Drew

Chalice
Bearer

Sharon P./
Grete

Michael/
Linda B.

Patti/
Betty

Patti/ Becky/
Lee/

Reader

Dixie

Bruce

Carolyn

Ericka

Coffee
Hour

Kutter/
Lawton

Kneeland/
Lindgren

Merchant/
Penner

Parker/
Plughoff

Children’s
Ministry

Sarah,
Charlotte,
and Karli

Sarah,
Betty and
Sharon G.

Sarah,
Charlotte
And Lisa

TBA

Worship
Support

Lindas

Cindy & Annette

Marilyn

Lisa

Altar
Flowers

The Settles
for
Tyler’s
birthday

Ann Greene
in memory
of Jay

The Andrews
For
Jayme’s
18th birthday!

The
Goldsmiths
for

Reminder: If you are unable to provide service on the day scheduled, please make
arrangements to find a replacement or trade places with someone.
Thank you.

St. Christopher’s Community Church
(Episcopal/ELCA)
7902 Steamboat Island Road NW
Olympia, WA 98502

St. Christopher ‘s
Community Church

Office Hours
Tuesdays 1:30—5 pm
Thursdays 9:00—noon
or by appointment
360-866-2111
office@stchristopherolympia.org
www.stchristopherolympia.org
Pastor Andy Willis

Sunday Worship Hours
Worship and Sunday School
at 10:30 a.m.,
with nursery care

