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Men’s Group
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9am—noon
Choir 7pm
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In All Things for Good
“We know that in all things God works for
good…” (Romans 8:28)
We all know that there are more than enough Bible translations out there, many good, some not
so good. And if you’ve ever thought that the little
differences among those translations don’t matter
much, hear what Oliver Thomas had to say in his
column “America’s Tough Week,” written in the
wake of the bombing in Boston:
As millions repair to their churches, synagogues, mosques, and temples this
weekend for spiritual succor, some will quote a familiar passage from the Bible:
“All things work together for good to them that love God and are called according to his purpose.” Really?
Tell that to the Richard family who lost their 8-year-old son in the new Boston
Massacre, or to the families of the half-dozen volunteer firefighters who, it increasingly appears, gave their lives trying to save the town of West.
Fortunately, the King James translators got it wrong. No surprise. They had only a dozen or so ancient manuscripts to work from. Today’s translators have
more than 5,000. Examine St. Paul’s letter to the Romans in its original Greek,
and you’ll discover something different. “God works in all things for good,” said
St. Paul, even in the midst of tragedy. Especially in the midst of tragedy.
I saw it this week. Marathon runners crossing the finish line exhausted yet continuing to run miles to the nearest hospital to donate blood. Neighbors in West,
Texas, taking in neighbors, sharing food, clothing, whatever. Just ordinary citizens acting like the heroes we all aspire to be.
America has had a jarring week. But the small acts of her people should give
us hope. And the quiet assurance that better days lie ahead. 1
1

http://sojo.net/blogs/2013/04/19/americas-rough-week
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That little difference between “all things work together for good” and “in all things
God works for good” actually makes all the difference. It makes the difference between a God who orchestrates every last action--a God who is somehow behind
monstrous acts like what happened in Boston and West--and a God who remains
beside people and works for good, even in the midst of tragedy that God would
never create.
Our faith is in that second kind of God: not a God who acts like a divine puppeteer
controlling the ropes that cause pain and sorrow and tragedy (and then demanding
that we call those things good!), but a God who promises to be present, determines
to be present, even in places that seem God-forsaken. That’s the kind of God we
know in Jesus, crucified and risen, and that’s the kind of God we put our faith in
still.
We pray together for the healing of the nations and for the courage to follow that
one who promises to work in all things for good.
Peace,
Pastor Andy
pastor@stchristopherolympia.org
Image: “Boston,” by John De Boer
http://www.rgbstock.com/user/jdeboer

For Your Calendar
June 9-25

- 6-Day Camp @ Camp Huston

Aug. 18—Blueberry Bash
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Electronic Giving at St. Christopher’s
          
we are made for. Cultivating generosity and a
healthy stewardship of all that’s been entrusted to
our care is part of our mission at St. Christopher’s.
St. Christopher’s is now accepting gifts electronically
through Vanco Services, an established company that already processes contributions for more than 12,000 churches and nonprofit organizations.
Why give electronically? It’s convenient, it’s safe, and it’s good stewardship. You won’t miss a contribution when you’re away from the church, and
fewer resources are used in processing gifts electronically than in writing
checks. You can sign up by contacting the church office or by visiting our website:
www.stchristopherolympia.org/giving

Membership Survey
Please Complete and Return
In mid-April we sent a survey to our email list and to our postal mailing list, to
update information on our community. A word of thanks to all who have already
completed the survey! If you haven’t yet completed the survey, please do so as
soon as possible.
Thanks for your help in taking this snapshot of our community.
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Love Mercy, Do Justice
Conference—Sat, May 4
"Love Mercy, Do Justice" is a
one-day conference held in Seattle for churches from across the Diocese of Olympia to explore the connection
between works of mercy and the larger call to work for justice. Interested in attending? Contact the church office by April 30.
Garden Sunday - May 5th
On May 5th, we’ll be celebrating the community garden in worship and also receiving a
special offering to help cover the cost of its
construction. Come to give thanks for this
new outreach at St. Christopher’s and to
support this service to the wider community.
“Buy a Share” in the Youth Trip to
Christikon!
Want to support our youth group members
traveling to Christikon this summer? Buy a
share in their trip! Shares are $20 each,
and for each share you buy, you’ll receive
a postcard from a youth group member at
Christikon and a plate at the shareholders’
meeting after the trip on Sunday, August 11th.
The youth group will be selling shares following worship on
May 19 and 26, or you can talk to Dani Egan.
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St. Christopher’s Vision for Mission
The St. Christopher’s vision team has been hard at
work this fall and winter, preparing a purpose statement and set of core values for the congregation, based on the congregation’s
input. At the annual meeting in January, the vision team shared a draft of their
work: Here it is:
Purpose statement:
St. Christopher’s lives, shares, celebrates, and grows in the transformative and inclusive love of God through Christ.
Core values:
1. Jesus is the center of our community and shows us who God is.
2. God’s empowering love offers renewal each day.
3. Diversity is a gift of God.
4. Our faith leads us to see the interconnectedness of all creation.
5. Questions are part of a living faith.
6. The Spirit moves all to share their gifts.
The team received good input at the congregational feedback session in March,
and a revised set of core values will soon be put forward for a congregational
vote. Stay tuned!
Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship Group
The men’s breakfast group is meeting every other
week at the IHOP in West Olympia (1520 Cooper Point
Rd. SW) for fellowship and good food. This month
we’ll gather on May 9th and 23rd. All are welcome!
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Worship Matters
Education Hour This Season
Why do we gather for worship each week?
Where did this sort of worship come from? How
does our worship shape the way we live and respond to the world? And where is God in all of this, anyway?
If you’ve ever asked questions like these, I hope you’ll join us for our education
hour this season. We’ll be working our way through big questions of worship,
and to guide the conversation, we’ll be using Worship Matters, a curriculum designed by the ELCA.
Come and dig deeper into questions of worship – every Sunday morning this
month at 9am. All are welcome–that means you.
Sunday Morning Education
Hour Schedule
Every Sunday morning, we gather for
an education hour from 9am to 10am.
The subjects change, but the format
stays the same: an open time for coffee, conversation, and digging deeper into
the Christian faith.
May 5 - Worship Matters (Encountering God in the Sacraments, Part 1)
May 12 - Worship Matters (Encountering God in the Sacraments, Part 2)
May 19 - Worship Matters (Responding to God in Prayer and Praise)
May 26 - Worship Matters (Worship and the World)
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Community Garden Work PartiesSunday, May 5 and 19
The community garden team is hosting a work
party on Sunday, May 5th and 19th, following
worship. We'll be continuing work on landscape
preparations for the garden site. All are welcome to lend a hand, donate seeds
or plant starts or dress for work outside and bring gloves.

“Setting the Table”
Have you thought about serving St. Christopher’s Church through its Altar Guild
Ministry? We’re the ones responsible for
“Setting the Table” every Sunday. It’s a
wonderful ministry for an individual, a couple, a pair of friends or a family. Once
trained, it would require only about 45
minutes, once every 4-6 weeks. Start observing how the tables up front are set up and where the bread and wine are
located! That’s about a third of the job!
Training is done on an as-needed basis: if you are interested, you’ll get trained.
Initial training, to learned what we do, takes about 20-30 minutes, then you’ll be
teamed up with a current Altar Guild member to get hands-on experience once
a month (more if you’d like) until you feel comfortable working independently.
If you’re a parent with children, bring them to have them trained as well. Children as young as 4 or 5 can help out, and having your children trained will not
only enrich the whole experience, but can help streamline and expedite the process for you!
If you are interested in this simple, behind-the-scenes, yet necessary and ongoing ministry, please see Marilyn Walther or Pastor Andy.
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Join in the Thurston County CROP Walk
Sunday, May 5
Want to do something about hunger in our community
and around the world? Come on out and walk! St.
Christopher’s is putting together a team to walk in this
year’s Thurston County CROP Walk. The CROP
Walk is a national effort to fight hunger, coordinated by Church World Service. Walkers receive pledges from friends, coworkers, and family, and all proceeds go toward local and global hunger relief efforts.
This year’s Thurston County CROP Walk is Sunday, May 5th, starting at
1:30pm. The 10k (6.2 mile) walk covers a loop through Olympia and Tumwater.
Sign up by contacting the church office or visiting our website:
www.stchristopherolympia.org.
Letter Carriers’ Food Drive
Saturday, May 11
St. Christopher’s members will be helping
out at the Griffin School collection site for
this year’s Letter Carriers’ Food Drive.
Come to the Griffin School parking lot any
time between 10am and 2pm on May 11 to
help with sorting and boxing collected food
before it’s taken to the food bank. Thank
you for pitching in!
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Accompany the Youth Group Next Year
The St. Christopher’s youth team is on the
lookout for adults who enjoy spending time
with young people and would like to be part
of the youth group next year, attending some of the youth group meetings and
generally accompanying our wonderful group of young people.
Might this be a ministry you’re called to? Contact a member of the youth team:
Sharon Gerhard, Danielle King, Kathleen Penner, or Dani Egan.
Mission and Outreach Team
A small team is forming to help coordinate
our congregation’s many mission and outreach activities, including the food bank, the
community garden, and our congregation’s
giving. Interested in helping to lead this
church in serving our neighbors? Contact
Pastor Andy.
Vacation Bible School at St. Christopher’s?
Are you interested in seeing a Vacation Bible School
for elementary school kids at St. Christopher’s this
summer? A group is forming to discuss options-contact Pastor Andy if you’re interested.
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Youth and Children
Youth Director: Dani Egan 359-3224 or
Email: danichristineegan@gmail.com
Children’s Ministry: Charlotte Clark-Neitzel 943-8159
Upcoming Youth Events

Thurston County CROP Walk - Sun, May 5 (1:30pm)
Youth group meetings - Sun, May 5 and 19 (6:30-8pm)
Sell a Share (for Christikon participants) - Sun., May 19 and 26 (10am-noon)
Letter Carriers’ Food Drive - Sat, May 11 (all day at Griffin School)
Service day at Thurston County Food Bank - Tues, May 28 (3:30-5pm)
6-Day Camp @ Camp Huston—June 9-25
You can always check the church website for information on youth events:
stchristopherolympia.org
or
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stchristopheryouth/


Last Day of Sunday School
May 19
Another year of Sunday School is coming to a close.
The children are thriving with the freedom and enjoy
interacting with each other within the Godly Play program. Please note that the last day of Sunday School
for this school year is May 19. Thank you to the
teachers, parents, and congregation for this great
ministry!
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon—May 19
Teachers and Children’s Ministry Assistants are invited to attend the Teacher’s Appreciation Luncheon following worship
on May 19th. We will meet in the Sunday School area during
fellowship and then head out to lunch.

Keeping up with your

Southwestern Washington Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, May 2013

!

The synod is made up of 90 churches and worshiping groups from south of Seattle to Oregon, and from the
Cascades to the Pacific Ocean.

Upcoming Synod Assembly:
Leadership positions need filling
Come join what promises to be a stimulating and
inspiration-filled Synod Assembly where a new
bishop will be elected.
The assembly takes place June 7 and 8 at the
Hotel Murano and Bicentennial Pavilion in
Tacoma.
Besides choosing a replacement for retiring
Bishop Robert D. Hofstad, participants can find
renewal through workshops, presentations,
fellowship and celebration.
The theme of the assembly that will celebrate
the 25th anniversary of the ELCA is “Always
Being Made New.”
Instead of keynote speakers, the assembly this
year will feature Bible studies led by the Rev. Dr.
Terence Fretheim, Old Testament professor at
Luther Seminary, and the Rev. Donald McCoid,
the ELCA director of ecumenical and interreligious relations.
The recipient of the Bishop’s Award for
outstanding service will be announced at a
banquet June 7.
Other synod leadership positions also must be
filled at the assembly, and nomination forms for
those are available on the synod website at
www.lutheranssw.org. Monica Hurley,
monicahurley@comcast.net, of the Synod
Nominating Committee can answer questions.
Forty ushers are needed, doing four-hour shifts.
Training is at 7 p.m. June 6 at the hotel. Those
interested in serving can contact the Rev. Mark
Woldseth at gloriadei@wamail.net. Election
results and news from the assembly will be
blogged live at swwsynodelca.blogspot.com.
To register for the assembly, visit
www.regonline.com/2013synodassembly.

The Revs. Gene Wiegman, left and Ron Vignec,
right, baptize David McMillan at Salishan.

‘Everyone welcome’ at Salishan
TACOMA — Salishan Eastside Lutheran
Mission has four walls, but they fail to separate
the congregation from the community.
Some 80 worshipers were at the Easter service
in early April, more than usual since five
members were being baptized.
This is an unusual congregation where many
members have a prison past, are addicts, or are
mired in the grinding poverty that is Salishan.
"Everyone is welcome here," says John, church
treasurer, ex-felon and sometimes preacher.
The congregation's president, Lesta Rogers, a
successful real-estate agent, leases eight
homes to 100 people on the edge.
Members make "freedom bags" of toiletries and
clothes for men exiting prison. They pay for
uniforms for students who cannot afford them at
nearby First Creek Middle School. All of which
makes Salishan active on the Eastside.

! Phone: 253-535-8300 ! Email: swwsynod@plu.edu ! Blog: swwsynodelca.blogspot.com
! Website: www.lutheranssw.org !Address: 420 121st St. S, Tacoma, WA 98444 ! Newsletter can be reproduced

Vignec remains a fixture in the Salishan
neighborhood.
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May Service Schedule
May 5

May 12

May 19

May 26

Greeter

Greene/
Rydman

Parker

Sachs
Edwards

Christianson/
Finn

Acolyte

Quast

Wheeler

A. King

S. Settle

Chalice
Bearer

Whitehouse/
Murray

L. Bradford/
Scharf

Sells/
Whitehouse

Sells/
S. Parker

Reader

B. Whitehouse

Greene

C. Pitcher

A. Kirkendall

Coffee
Hour

Weldon/
Whidden

Whitehouse/
Zimmerman

Andrew/
Boysen

Bradford/
Degler

Worship
Support

Lisa

Marilyn

Cindy/Irene

Linda Scarf

The
Jansen’s for
Mike’s &
Maddie’s
birthdays

Fred and
Bonnie Finn
for their
34th
anniversary

open

open

Altar
Flowers

Reminder: If you are unable to provide service on the day scheduled, please make
arrangements to find a replacement or trade places with someone.
Thank you.
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Sun. Service Schedule



Office Hours
Tuesdays 1:30—5 pm
Thursdays 9:00—noon
or by appointment
360-866-2111
office@stchristopherolympia.org
www.stchristopherolympia.org
Pastor Andy Willis
Sunday Worship Hours
Worship at 10:30 a.m.,
and nursery care
Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.
Youth group (6th –12th Grades)
At 6:30 pm on the 1st & 3rd Sunday

