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Sun
AA = Alcoholics
Anonymous

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

YG = Youth Group
C Huston = Camp
Huston

3

2

4

9

Camp Michael
Rest Stop

Senior Recognition
Dessert in the
Garden 5-7pm

16

Weekly Gardening
5-7

10
Volunteer for
Camp Michael
Rest Stop
Vestry Council
7pm

17

Acolyte & Chalice
Bearer Training
11:45am

23
Camp Huston

11

24
Camp Huston

5

6

Garden Meeting
7pm
AA—8pm

12

Office Hours
1:30—5 pm

AA—8pm

Weekly Gardening
5-7

18

Office Hours

1:30—5 pm
Weekly Gardening
5-7

Beacon Articles
Due

30

Office Hours
1:30—5 pm

Noon Work Party
6:30 Youth Group

25

C Huston

Office Hours
1:30—5 pm
YG—Food Bank
Volunteering
3:30pm
Weekly Gardening
5-7

19
Camp Huston
AA—8pm

26
AA—8pm

Men’s Group

7

8

7:30AM

Volunteer for
Camp Michael
Rest Stop

Office Hours
9am—noon

13

14

15

21

22

Office Hours
9am—noon

20

C Huston

Men’s Group
7:30AM
Office Hours
9am—noon

27
Office Hours
9am—noon

Camp Huston

28

Camp Huston

29

Page 2

June 2013

Pastor’s Page
Here in Ordinary Time
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm
118:24).
With churches all over the world, we have
just made one of the big turns of the church
year: from the Easter season into "Ordinary
Time." It's a funny phrase, isn't it? What
does that make the other parts of the year?
Sacred time? Special time? Extraordinary time?
Ordinary Time is this great span of time from Pentecost Sunday all the way to
Advent--a long stretch when we shift our focus from those big events in the
year (Christmas and Easter) to the less "remarkable" parts of the story. In worship, we'll hear parables and teachings of Jesus, we'll read stories of healings
and feedings: ordinary compassion and grace, the stuff of daily life.
This is part of the rhythm of the church year, and I think it's true to life as well:
we mark some time as sacred, some as ordinary, and in the process, we learn
that the two go together. In the love of our God who took on human life, we see
that the ordinary is made sacred, and the sacred ordinary: we bump up against
the Holy God in the ordinary experiences of friendship and family, time in community and time in solitude, time in service and time in prayer.
May we be open to those everyday experiences of grace this season. Welcome
to Ordinary Time.
Peace,
Pastor Andy
pastor@stchristopherolympia.org
Photo courtesy of RGBStock: http://www.rgbstock.com/user/jaz1111
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Church News
Introducing the Open Hands Food Bank Garden
The grounds of St. Christopher’s Community Church
are now home to the Open Hands Food Bank Garden. In partnership with the Griffin Neighborhood Association, members of the church and wider community have planted a garden to grow food for the
Thurston County Food Bank.
How Does It Work?
St. Christopher’s has offered up the land for this project of the wider community.
Anyone can come lend a hand in the garden at the weekly work day, and the
produce grown will be distributed through the Thurston County Food Bank.
St. Christopher’s is the satellite location of the TCFB for the Steamboat community; we’ll distribute much of the food right here in our neighborhood, and what
we can’t distribute here will be taken to the downtown food bank.
How Can I Help?
Come lend a hand. Come dig in the dirt with your neighbors, weeding, watering,
harvesting, and helping to feed families in need in our community.
Join us for Dessert in the Garden: Sunday,
June 9, 5-7pm. An open evening of good food,
conversation with your neighbors, and a chance to
learn more about the garden. We’ll provide the
desserts--just drop in.
Stop by for the weekly work day: every Tuesday from 5-7pm. Show
up with your gloves and a readiness to work; we’ll show you what needs
to get done that day.
Sign up for the garden email list for up-to-date information. Email the
church office: office@stchristopherolympia.org.
Thank you for your part in feeding those in need, right here in our community!
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Church News
Honoring Our High School
Graduates - Sunday, June 9
On Sunday, June 9, we’ll be honoring
our high school graduates in worship
with a blessing and a sending into the
next chapter in their lives. Come and
surround them with our prayers and
good wishes as they celebrate this
great achievement!
Consider Electronic Giving This Summer
Will you be traveling over the summer months?
Consider setting up electronic giving at St. Christopher’s.
Giving is not just a good thing to do; it’s something we are made for. Cultivating generosity
and a healthy stewardship of all that’s been entrusted to our care is part of our
mission at St. Christopher’s.
St. Christopher’s is now accepting gifts electronically through Vanco Services,
an established company that already processes contributions for more than
12,000 churches and nonprofit organizations.
Why give electronically? It’s convenient, it’s safe, and it’s good stewardship. You won’t miss a contribution when you’re away from the church, and
fewer resources are used in processing gifts electronically than in writing
checks. You can sign up by contacting the church office or by visiting our website:
www.stchristopherolympia.org/giving
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Church News
Monthly Financial Check-in
A regular glance at our budget, our giving, and our finances in general.

May 2013
Year-to-Date

Actual Giving
$ 7,173

Giving Projected in
2013 Budget
$ 8,750

$52,436

$43,750

St. Christopher’s is in the third and final year of a grant from the ELCA for clergy compensation. This year we are receiving $20,000 in grant funds, and in
2014, we will no longer be receiving grant assistance.
Please know that your giving is crucial to our ministry: thank you for your stewardship of all that God has entrusted to you.
Help Send Our Young People to
Montana This Summer
Want to support our Youth Group members
traveling to Christikon this summer? Buy a
share in their trip! Shares are $20 each,
and for each share you buy, you’ll receive a
postcard from a Youth Group member at
Christikon and a plate at the shareholders’
meeting after the trip on Sunday, August 11th.
So far, the Youth Group has raised $1,394 toward their trip--thanks to all
who’ve played a part! The group still has $530 to raise to meet
their goal of $1,924. If you’d like to buy one or more shares,
you can write a check to St. Christopher’s; please indicate
“Christikon Trip” in the memo line. All shares must be purchased by July 1.
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Church News
Blueberry Bash Is Coming - Sunday, August 25
Mark your calendars! Blueberry Bash, an annual tradition
at St. Christopher’s, is scheduled for August 25th this year,
from noon until 4pm. Blueberry Bash is a much-loved,
community-wide event: food, games, music, a silent auction, and a chance to enjoy an afternoon of good cheer
with your neighbors.
There are lots of ways to help out with the day. See the
“Ways to Serve” section below for more information.

Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship Group
The men’s breakfast group is meeting every
other week at the IHOP in West Olympia
(1520 Cooper Point Rd. SW) for fellowship
and good food. This month we’ll gather on
June 6th and 20th. All are welcome!

Our Crop Walk Walkers
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Church
Church News
News
St. Christopher’s Vision for Mission
The St. Christopher’s vision team has been hard
at work this fall and winter, preparing a purpose
statement and set of core values for the congregation, based on the congregation’s input. At the annual meeting in January,
the vision team shared a draft of their work: Here it is:
Purpose statement:
St. Christopher’s lives, shares, celebrates, and grows in the transformative and inclusive love of God through Christ.
Core values:
1. Jesus is the center of our community and shows us who God is.
2. God’s empowering love offers renewal each day.
3. Diversity is a gift of God.
4. Our faith leads us to see the interconnectedness of all creation.
5. Questions are part of a living faith.
6. The Spirit moves all to share their gifts.
The team received good input at the congregational feedback session in March,
and a revised set of core values will soon be put forward for a congregational
vote. Stay tuned!

Lisa working hard to keep our
flower beds beautiful!
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Ways to Serve
Community Garden Work PartySunday, June 2
The community garden team is hosting a
work party on Sunday, June 2nd, following
worship. We'll be continuing work on landscape preparations for the garden site. All
are welcome to lend a hand, donate seeds
or plant starts or dress for work outside
and bring gloves.
Training for Acolytes and Chalice Bearers Sunday, June 16
Following worship on Sunday, June 16, there
will be a training for acolytes and chalice bearers. Acolytes lead the procession in the worship service and assist with setting the table for Communion;
chalice bearers (or Communion assistants) help to serve
Communion.
Might you be called to these important ways of serving our
community in worship? Come to the brief training following
worship on June 16.
Help Out at This Year’s Blueberry Bash
There are lots of ways to help make this annual
event hosted at St. Christopher's a success. A
binder with all available jobs and detailed descriptions of each is in the narthex at church;
stop by during office hours or on Sunday morning to see how you might be able to help out with
this much-loved community-wide celebration.
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Ways to Serve
Help Support Camp Michael
Camp Michael is a week-long camp with both day and overnight camping for young people, hosted by the Episcopal
congregations in our region. This year's camp will be held
on July 23-27 at Hick's Lake in Lacey. You can help support this ministry by working at the annual rest stop fundraiser. 3-hour shifts are available
throughout the day and night on June
8, 9, and 10. Sign up by contacting the church office.
You can also help out by baking cookies for the rest stop fundraiser. Please bring cookies in sealed containers to the
church no later than Sunday, June 2nd; containers should be
clearly labeled "For Camp Michael."
Questions? Contact Lindy Vincent at 360-870-5994.
Accompany Our Youth Group
Next Year
The St. Christopher’s youth team is on the lookout for adults who enjoy spending time with
young people and would like to be part of the
youth group next year, attending some of the youth group meetings and generally
accompanying our wonderful group of young people.
Might this be a ministry you’re called to? Contact a member of the youth team:
Sharon Gerhard, Danielle King, Kathleen Penner, or Dani Egan.
Join the Mission and Outreach Team
A small team is forming to help coordinate our congregation’s many mission and outreach activities, including
the food bank, the community garden, and our congregation’s giving. Interested in helping to lead this church
in serving our neighbors? Contact Pastor Andy.
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Youth and Children
Youth Director: Dani Egan 359-3224 or
Email: danichristineegan@gmail.com
Children’s Ministry: Charlotte Clark-Neitzel 943-8159
Children in Worship

While there is no Sunday
school at St. Christopher’s
during the summer months,
that’s no reason not to bring
your children to worship!
Communal worship is one of
the places where children learn the language of faith: hearing scripture, singing
songs, and coming to the Table are all part of the process of growing in faith.
St. Christopher’s is a very children-friendly community. Feel free to sit near the
front of the sanctuary: it’s often easier for children to see what’s happening in
worship from up close. Markers and drawing pads are always available in the
narthex if you wish to make use of them.
We value your child’s gifts, songs, and presence as part of our community. See
you this summer!
Upcoming Youth Events
Last youth group meeting of the school year Sun, June 2 (6:30-8pm)
Christikon trip - July 12-20
Camp Michael (in Lacey) - July 23-27
More information on summer youth events is
on the way--stay tuned!
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Church Member Businesses
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June Service Schedule
June 2

June 9

June 16

June 23

June 30

Greeter

Rydman/
Greene

Parkers

Gustafson/
Murray

Edwards/
Scharf

Sachs/
Finn

Acolyte

T. Settle

D. Boysen

Quast

Gerhard

M. Wheeler

Chalice
Bearer

L. Bradford/
Scharf

Sells/
Murray

S. Parker/
M. Swigert

Sells/
L. Bradford

Scharf/
Murray

Reader

Reimer

E. Boysen

G. Settle

Greene

Soetenga

Coffee
Hour

Edwards/
Ehler

Ehnat/
Elliott

F. Finn/
Goldsmith

W. Finn/
Haller

Jansen/
B. King

Worship
Support

Lisa

Marilyn

Marilyn

Cindy/Irene

open

open

The
Walthers
for
Marilyn’s
birthday

The
Goldsmiths
for
Jim’s
birthday

The
Gerhards
for
Jack’s
birthday

open

Altar
Flowers

Reminder: If you are unable to provide service on the day scheduled, please make
arrangements to find a replacement or trade places with someone.
Thank you.
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Sun. Service Schedule

Office Hours
Tuesdays 1:30—5 pm
Thursdays 9:00—noon
or by appointment
360-866-2111
office@stchristopherolympia.org
www.stchristopherolympia.org
Pastor Andy Willis
Sunday Worship Hours
Worship at 10:30 a.m.,
and nursery care
Youth group (6th –12th Grades)
At 6:30 pm on the 1st Sunday

