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Pastor’s Page— Purpose and Values: Looking Ahead Together
“…and let us run with perseverance the race that
is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2).
Racing has never been one of my favorite images the Bible offers us for the life of faith.
Maybe it’s because I often feel rushed in my
daily life, moving so quickly from one thing to
the next; maybe it’s because speed has never
been what you might call my greatest virtue. I
tend to like images of faith as a journey, as a
gift, as a daily relationship of trust.
But maybe the image of a race shouldn’t bother me so much. Maybe it’s less about speed or
who gets there first than it is about forward
motion, about putting one foot in front of the
other, about what Eugene Peterson calls “a
long obedience in the same direction.” Maybe
it’s about looking ahead--to Christ who has
gone before us and to the world around us
that God loves like crazy.
We’re now at the end of a one-year process
of discerning a statement of purpose and a set
of core values for St. Christopher’s. We read
and prayed our way through the book of Acts
last summer; we gathered for a weekend retreat last fall; many have offered feedback to
the vision team on a first draft of these statements, and I’m pleased to report that the vision team has come up with their “final” version. Here it is:
Our Purpose:
St. Christopher’s lives, shares, celebrates, and
grows in the transformative and inclusive love of
God through Christ.
Our Values:
1) Jesus is the center of our community and
shows us who God is.

Live, share, celebrate,
and grow. I don’t know
about you, but I want to
be part of a community
that does those things; I
want my son to be part
of a community that
does those things. This
is an exciting time to be
part of St. Christopher’s
--thanks for your part in
all love
of it.oﬀers renewal
2) God’s empowering
each day.
Peace,
3) The diversity of all life is a gi of God.
4) Created by God, we are connected to all
Pastor Andy
of God’s crea%on.
pas5) Ques%ons are part
of a living faith.
tor@stchristopherolym
6) The Spirit moves pia.org
all to share their gi s.
Those of you who read the first draft of
the core values will notice that values 3
and 4 have been revised, based on feedback from the congregation. The vision
team and I feel that these statements all
reflect something both of who we are as a
community and of who God is calling us
more fully to be.
I see this work as giving us a direction to
look together, a vision for the race that’s
before us at this time. We’re already
doing much of this well; I hope you know
and appreciate that fact. What would St.
Christopher’s look like if we were embodying this purpose and these values even
more fully? We can only answer that
question together.
Continued…...
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Live, share, celebrate, and grow. I don’t know about you, but I want to be part of a community that does those things; I want my son to be part of a community that does those
things. This is an exciting time to be part of St. Christopher’s--thanks for your part in all of
it.
Peace,
Pastor Andy
pastor@stchristopherolympia.org
Photo on front page courtesy of Mirna Sentic, RGBStock: http://www.rgbstock.com/user/ica

They’re Off to Montana!
“This success is a
testimony to the
faith and
generosity of this
congregation-thank you for
supporting our
young people as
they grow in

Thanks to your support, the youth
group is on their way to Christikon, a
Lutheran camp in Montana, this month.
The campers met their goal of raising
$1,924, the estimated cost of travel to
and from camp.

This success is a testimony to the faith
and generosity of this congregation--thank
you for supporting our young people as
they grow in Christ. Please keep our
campers in prayer as they head off to
camp, July 12-20.

These funds were raised through
freewill offerings at the Epiphany and
Easter breakfasts and through selling
more than 60 “shares” in their trip.
That means the campers will be writing
lots of postcards to shareholders and
telling their story when they return.

Christ.“

Good Things Growing at St. Christopher’s
The Open Hands Food
Bank Garden is off to a
wonderful start, thanks to
the work of so many members of St. Christopher’s
and the wider community.
The garden is producing
abundant vegetables, many
of which have already gone

home with clients of the food
bank. Come on out and work
alongside
your
neighbors-information on work days is in
the “Ways to Serve” section
below.
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Blueberry Bash Is Coming - Sunday, August 25
Mark your calendars! Blueberry
Bash, an annual tradition at St.
Christopher’s, is scheduled for August 25th this year, from noon until
4pm. Blueberry Bash is a muchloved, community-wide event:
food, games, music, a silent auction,
and a chance to enjoy an afternoon
of good cheer with your neighbors.
This year’s event will feature music
from the Oly Mountain Boys, a
local bluegrass group.

There are lots of ways to help
out with the day. See the “Ways
to Serve” section below for more
information.

Oly Mountain Boys

Camp Michael - July 23-27 in Lacey
Camp Michael is a ministry of Episcopal Churches in our region that
runs for one week each summer at
Hick's Lake in Lacey. Registration
is still open for this year's camp,
July 23-27. First through sixth
graders are campers, seventh

through ninth graders are counselors
-in-training, and tenth graders and
older are eligible to serve as counselors.
Contact the church office for a registration form or if you'd like to help provide
a scholarship for a camper in need.

Summer Book Group - Listening for God
A book group is
gathering
this
summer at 10am
on
Thursday
mornings at St.
Christopher's.
We're
reading
Listening for God, a
collection of contemporary short
stories by writers like Garrison Keillor, Annie Dillard, and Patricia Hampl
that all deal with matters of faith. It's
a great collection of stories that
should be fun summer reading and
provoke great conversations as well.

All are welcome to join at any time.

Here’s the schedule for July:
July 4 - No book group (Independence Day)
July 11 - Flannery O’Connor,“Revelation”
July 18 - Frederick Buechner, “The
Dwarves in the Stable”
July 25 - Patricia Hampl, “Virgin Time”
Information on ordering a copy of the
book is on the St. Christopher’s website:
www.stchristopherolympia.org. If you
need financial assistance, contact Pastor
Andy.
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A Transition for Dani
The following letter was sent to all mailing addresses we have on file in June. It’s included here to be sure the news gets around.
June 10, 2013
Dear members and friends of St. Christopher’s

“Thank you
so much
from the
bottom of
my heart for
the time we
have shared,
the friendships made
and all the
memories.”

We are writing today to share with you the news that Dani Egan, our youth leader for almost
three years (as well as Sunday school teacher), will be concluding her time of service with St.
Christopher’s. Dani has additional job and personal responsibilities pressing on her time, and
she has decided to resign from both of her jobs at St. Christopher’s. She explains in her own
words below:
Dear St Christopher's,
I have really enjoyed my time with you, we have an awesome group of kids and
working with them is truly great. Unfortunately at this time I need to step back, I
have to open my availability to further my job opportunities. This will help me professionally and help my family. I am sad to go but sometimes we have to do sad things
to better ourselves. It is not a decision I came to lightly but after a lot of thought and
discussion with my husband we decided this was best. Thank you so much from the
bottom of my heart for the time we have shared, the friendships made and all the
memories.
Love,
Danielle Egan
Dani will continue to serve as youth leader through the youth group’s trip to Christikon in July.
While we are deeply sorry to see her go, we trust that she is following the Spirit’s leading for
her at this time. Please be assured that youth programming at St. Christopher’s will continue,
and we will be begin exploring options for leadership in both the youth group and Sunday
school immediately.
Please join us in keeping Dani and her family in prayer in this time of transition. Thank you
for your part in the St. Christopher’s community.
Peace,
Andy Willis, Pastor
Steve Andrew, Senior Warden
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Monthly Financial Check-in
A regular glance at our budget, our giving, and our finances in general.

June 2013
Year-to-Date
2013 Total

Giving Projected in 2013
Budget
$8,750
$52,500
$105,000

Actual Giving

$8,811
$61,547
NA

Giving Required for
“Balanced” 2013
Budget
$10,612
$63,670
$127,340

As many of you know, St. Christopher’s is a congregation under development, in a
process of deepening our mission and growing our ministry. This work is about deepening our relationships with God, one another, and our community. While the numbers are certainly not the main thing, we need to keep an eye on them, since they
reflect our resources for ministry.
St. Christopher’s is in the third and final year of a grant from the ELCA for clergy
compensation. This year we are receiving $20,000 in grant funds, and in 2014, we will
be “on our own”, no longer receiving grant assistance.
Please know that your giving is vital to all aspects of our ministry. Thank you for your
stewardship of all that God has entrusted to you.

Consider Electronic Giving This Summer
Will you be traveling over the summer months? Consider setting
up electronic giving at St. Christopher’s.
Giving is not just a good thing to do; it’s something we are made
for. Cultivating generosity and a healthy stewardship of all that’s
been entrusted to our care is part of our mission at St. Christopher’s.
St. Christopher’s is now accepting gifts electronically through Vanco Services, an
established company that already processes contributions for more than 12,000
churches and nonprofit organizations.
Why give electronically? It’s convenient, it’s safe, and it’s good stewardship. You
won’t miss a contribution when you’re away from the church, and fewer resources
are used in processing gifts electronically than in writing checks. You can sign up by
contacting the church office or by visiting our website:
www.stchristopherolympia.org/giving

“Please
know that
your giving
is vital to all
aspects of
our ministry. Thank
you for your
stewardship
of all that
God has
entrusted to
you.
“
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Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship Group
The men’s breakfast group is for fellowship and good foodC. This month
meeting every other week at we’ll gather on July 18th (no gathering
the IHOP in West Olympia on July 4th). All are welcome!
(1520 Cooper Point Rd. SW)

Help Out at This Year’s Blueberry Bash
There are lots of ways to help
make this annual event hosted at
St. Christopher's a success. A
binder with all available jobs and
detailed descriptions of each is in
the narthex at church; stop by
during office hours or on Sunday
morning to see how you might be
able to help out with this much-

loved community-wide celebration.
You can also sign up for Blueberry Bash
jobs online. Go to:
www.stchristopherolympia.org and click
on the Blueberry Bash announcement.

Silent Auction and Bingo Items Needed
Consider donating an item for the
Silent Auction booth or the Bingo
game at the Blueberry Bash. Donate
something yourself or pick a theme
and work with others to create a basket. Some ideas are: Sport/school/
college theme, tickets to an event/
activity/museum, coffee, dessert, summer activity for kids, gardening, car

wash kit, dog wash kit, spa, pizza
night, game night, movie night, teenager basket, party theme.
Gift cards are welcome too.
Feel free to ask a business you frequent often for a donation. The office
can provide letters and receipts upon
request.

Open Hands Garden - Work Days Every Tuesday, 5-7pm
Every Tuesday afternoon from 5-7pm,
there is an open work day in the
Open Hands Food Bank Garden. A
coordinator will be present to show
you what needs to get done; just drop
in to weed, water, harvest, and
plant. The garden is already producing bountiful food for the food bank-come and be a part of it!

Ways to Serve
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Accompany Our Youth Group Next Year
The St. Christopher’s youth team is on
the lookout for adults who enjoy spending time with young people and would
like to be part of the youth group next
year, attending some of the youth group
meetings and generally accompanying
our wonderful group of young people.

Might this be a ministry
you’re called to? Contact a
member of the youth team:
Sharon Gerhard, Danielle
King, Kathleen Penner, or
Dani Egan.

Let your lawn/camp chair be a “Trail Angel”….
By Marilyn Walther
Marty and I are planning a trip to northern California in mid-July, to meet up
with and resupply Michael on the Pacific
Crest Trail. We are also going to provide some “Trail Magic” for him and his
friends in the way of lots and lots, and
lots of food! From Michael’s trail journal, it is evident that chairs to sit on
greatly improves the Trail Magic experience. We would like to borrow some
folding lawn/camp chairs from our
friends at St. Christopher’s, but preferably NOT ten from one person. We’d
like this to be “Trail Magic” from the
whole church!

on loan from [name of family/individual].
Rest your weary feet!” The chairs will
remain with us while providing “Trail
Magic” at that spot. Once we leave, we’ll
bring the chairs back home with us to
give back to all who loaned them. Having
chairs on loan from friends at church will
make the Trail Magic especially personal
for Michael, and he’ll get to tell his hiking
friends about all the great people at St.
Christopher’s! We expect to see other
hikers as well, and as long as we are
there, with food, we plan to provide
sustenance, company and a comfy chair
to the hikers.

We’re thinking that we’d like to get
about 7 or so chairs (not lounges) from
just as many individuals/families, with
your name on the back. Maybe tape or
tie a 4 X 6 card, or half of an old manila
folder with something like, “This chair

If you have any questions, or would like
to loan a chair, please contact Marilyn or
Marty Walther at 866-8792. Clean but
funky old chairs are great! Feel free to
“make it special”! Thanks!

“We’d
like this
to be
“Trail
Magic”
from the
whole
church”
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Children in Worship
“Communal
worship is
one of the
places
where children learn
the language
of faith”

While there is no Sunday school at
St. Christopher’s during the summer
months, that’s no reason not to
bring your children to worship!
Communal worship is one of the
places where children learn the language of faith: hearing scripture,
singing songs, and coming to the
Table are all part of the process of
growing in faith.

St. Christopher’s is a very childrenfriendly community. Feel free to sit near
the front of the sanctuary: it’s often easier
for children to see what’s happening in
worship from up close. Markers and
drawing pads are always available in the
narthex if you wish to make use of them.

Upcoming Youth Events
Christikon trip - July 12-20
Camp Michael (in Lacey) - July 23-27
More information on summer youth events is on the way--stay tuned!

Jackson’s Baptism

Dessert in the Garden

Calendar of Events
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July 2013
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Office Hours
1:30—5pm

Weekly Gardening
5-7pm

7

8

9

Office Hours
1:30—5pm

Worship 10:30 am

Wed

3

4

Garden Meeting
7pm
AA—8pm

AA—8pm

Christikon

15
Christikon

Worship 10:30 am

16

Christikon

Office Hours
1:30—5 pm

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

Office
Closed
for
Independence Day

11

10

Office Hours

9am—noon

Christikon

Christikon

Summer Book
Group 10am

Weekly Gardening
5-7pm

14

Thu

17

Christikon

AA—8pm

Weekly Gardening
5-7pm

18

Christikon

Men’s Group
7:30AM

19
Christikon

20
Christikon

Office Hours
9am—noon
Summer Book
Group 10am

21
Worship 10:30 am

28
Worship 10:30 am

22
Beacon Articles
Due

29

23

Office Hours

1:30—5pm
Weekly Gardening
5-7pm

30

Office Hours

1:30—5pm
Weekly Gardening
5-7pm

24

Camp Mi-

chael
AA—8pm

25

Camp Mi-

chael
Office Hours
9am—noon
Summer Book
Group 10am

31
AA—8pm

26
Camp Michael

27
Camp Michael
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July Sunday Service Schedule
July 7

July 14

July 21

July 28

Greeter

Greene/
Murray

Sachs/
Rydman

Gustafson/
Edwards

BW Finn/
Christianson

Acolyte

S. Settle

J. Wheeler

Quast

N. Boysen

Chalice
Bearer

S. Parker/
R. Finn

P. Sells/
Scharf

M. King/
G. Willis

L. Bradford/
Murray

Reader

A. Parker

Greene

C. Pitcher

E. Boysen

Coffee
Hour

Kirkendall/
Reimer

Christianson/
Penner

Lindgren/
Kneeland

Parker/
Clark-Neitzel

Worship
Support

Marilyn

Linda/Linda

Cindy/ Irene

Linda/Linda

The
Walthers
for their
anniversary

The
Soetengas
for
Caroline’s
birthday

The
Kirkendalls
For Keith’s
Birthdays and
their anniversary

The
Hallers
In memory
of
Jane

Altar
Flowers

Reminder: If you are unable to provide service on the day scheduled, please make
arrangements to find a replacement or trade places with someone.
Thank you.

St. Christopher’s Community Church
(Episcopal/ELCA)
7902 Steamboat Island Road NW
Olympia, WA 98502

St. Christopher ‘s
Community Church

Office Hours
Tuesdays 1:30—5 pm
Thursdays 9:00—noon
or by appointment
360-866-2111
office@stchristopherolympia.org
www.stchristopherolympia.org
Pastor Andy Willis

Sunday Worship Hours
Worship at 10:30 a.m.,

