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Pastor’s Page— Spirituality for Times of Transition
tasks or the flurry of activity, and we
forget to acknowledge what’s actually
going on with us. Emotions are a neutral thing; they are neither intrinsically
good nor intrinsically bad. But they
can get the better of us if we don’t
recognize them and decide how to
deal with them. So if you’re feeling
some excitement at the changes
ahead, notice that; if you’re feeling
worry or grief, notice that as well, and
then decide what you want to do with
how you’re feeling.
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I’ll let you in on a little secret. Much of
what pastors preach, they need to hear
themselves. Those words of grace, those
nudges toward new life, those calls to
wake up and pay attention—if we’re honest about it, we pastors are preaching to
ourselves right along with everyone else.

Inside this
issue:
Pastor’s
Page

1,2

Church
News

2-4

Ways to
Serve

4,5

Children
and Youth

5

Calendar
of Events

6

Sunday
Service

7

The time ahead is one of transition for St.
Christopher’s; it’s one for me, too. And I
don’t know about you, but I don’t like
times of transition very much. They can
be scary, and disorienting, and a bit of a
roller-coaster ride.
You’ve been through lots of transitions
before, so you probably have your own
words of counsel on how to navigate
them with faithfulness and grace. Here’s
my shot at it:
1. Pay attention to yourself.
It sounds obvious, but this can be one of
the most difficult parts of a transition
time. We get caught up in emotions or

2. Give thanks.
One of the great myths about gratitude is that you need to wait until you
feel grateful to give thanks. You don’t.
Giving thanks is a practice, and it’s
something you can do regardless of
how you feel.
Let me be clear: I don’t mean you
should give thanks to me. I mean a
time of transition is a great time to
look at where we’ve been together in
the past years and to give thanks to
God and to one another for all the
good ministry we’ve been part of. It’s
a great time to give thanks for God’s
Spirit that has sustained us in the past
and will continue to sustain us in the
future. Which brings me to number
3….

….continued on next page
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“Times of

transition
can be
difficult, but
they can also
be times for
growing in
faith and
finding new
wellsprings
of grace. “

January 2014
3. Cultivate hope.
Hope comes from a deep knowledge that
God has been with us in the past and a
deep conviction that God will be with us
in the future. Giving thanks is actually a
great step toward cultivating hope. Remember that times of transition are opportunities for God to do a new thing, to
enter our stories in a new and loving way.
4. Show up.
Again, sounds obvious, but not always
easy. For many of us, times of transition
are times we seek to avoid. We can hole
up, steer clear of others, avoid the uncertain times and come back when things
have calmed down a bit. But the truth is,
we need each other in these times—we
need one another’s faith and hope and
love. Remember that: when you show up,
you’re not just doing it for yourself but
also for the others in the community who
need you.
5. Continue to be the church.
It can’t be said enough. The church is not
its clergy or its staff or its buildings; the
church is you. The church is each one of
you, and it’s vitally important that we remember that fact during times of transi-

Pastor’s Page
tion. There are many ways to live out
our calling to be the church, most of
them relating to our daily lives in our
homes and workplaces and community.
Being the church also means serving in
leadership when the need is present,
and now is such a time. Consider serving on the Vestry Council, the St. Christopher’s leadership team, in this season:
your faith and vision are vitally important. You’ll find information on serving below.
I’m preaching to myself with these
words of advice. Times of transition can
be difficult, but they can also be times
for growing in faith and finding new
wellsprings of grace. It’s my prayer that
now will be such a time of growth and
discovery for St. Christopher’s.
Peace,
Pastor Andy
pastor@stchristopherolympia.org
360-628-6828

On December 31, Pastor Andy announced that he has accepted a call to serve as pastor of
the English-speaking Lutheran congregation in Geneva, Switzerland. His last Sunday day at St.
Christopher’s will be January 31. Copies of the letter announcing his new call are available in
the church office.

Roof Update
Construction of the new St. Christopher’s roof was completed during
the first week of December, just in time for the colder temperatures of
the season.
Should you wish to make a special contribution toward this project,
please contact the church office.

Church News
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Annual Meeting – January 26
As the name suggests, the annual meeting
only happens once a year, and it’s an important opportunity for the congregation
to gather and conduct the business of the
church. This year we’ll focus our time on
celebrating the great ministry of the congregation in 2013. We’ll also vote on a
few important items, including a budget
for the coming year, new members of the
Vestry Council, and a representative to
Diocesan Convention. Please plan to attend!

Who can vote at the annual meeting?
According to the Canons of the Diocese of Olympia, all adult Communicants in Good Standing are eligible
to vote at the annual meeting. A
Communicant in Good Standing is
someone who has taken Communion at least three times at St. Christopher’s in the past year and made
some contribution (whether in time,
talent, or money) to the congregation. For the purposes of voting, an
adult is defined as someone 16 years
or older.

Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship Group
The men’s breakfast group meets every other Thursday morning
at 7:30am at the IHOP in West Olympia (1520 Cooper Point Rd.
SW) for good company, good food, and conversation about our
faith. This month we’ll gather on January 9th and 23rd. All are
welcome!

Monthly Financial Check-in
A regular glance at our budget, our giving, and our finances in general.
Actual Giving
December 2013
Year-to-Date

$13,479
$122,779

2013 Total

$122,779

Giving Required for
“Balanced” 2013
Budget
$10,612
$127.340
$127,340

Please know that your giving is vital to all aspects of our ministry. Thank you
for your stewardship of all that God has entrusted to you.
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Church News/ Ways to Serve

Education Hour in Epiphany – Animate: Bible
Education hour is every Sunday morning from 9 - 10am.
Animate: Bible is a seven-session exploration of big questions about the Bible (How did
we end up with THIS collection of writings? What's the relationship between the Old Testament and the New?) led by Christian thinkers from a variety of backgrounds. Each session will start with a ten-minute video followed by conversation.
Course journals will be available for $10 each—they’re a great way to keep track of
your own thoughts and observations but are not necessary. Join the conversation!
January 12 – Canon: Mining for the Word
January 19 – History: Parchment to Pixel
January 26 – Testaments: One Story, Two Parts

Serve on the St. Christopher's Vestry Council This Season
The Vestry Council is the formal leadership team of our congregation, and
there will be four open seats to fill at
our annual meeting on January 26. The
Vestry Council works with the pastor
and other church staff in tending to the
shared mission and ministry of the congregation. Terms of service
are three years and involve a
commitment to the mission of
the congregation, to faithfully
attending monthly meetings,

and to being an active member of the
community. All St. Christopher's members are eligible to serve.
If you are interested in serving or would
like to nominate someone to serve, please
contact Steve Andrew, our senior warden,
or the church office. Steve can be reached
at s.andrew@comcast.net or 866-4062.

Attend this Year's Diocesan Convention as a
Delegate from St. Christopher's
Diocesan Convention is the annual
meeting of our local Episcopal Diocese, and our congregation will send
two representatives this year. The
convention is typically held in November. We are currently looking for one
additional delegate—preferably a female.

If you are interested in serving as a delegate to Convention this year or would like
to nominate someone to attend, contact
Pastor Andy. Nominations must be received
by Friday, January 17.
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Youth Group

Help with Design and Maintenance of
St. Christopher's Website
The St. Christopher's website is one
of the ways our church is reaching
out to the wider community, telling
the story of our congregation's ministry and mission. We use a very
simple platform (Wordpress—
actually software designed for blogs)

that is very easy to use.
Are you interested in
helping keep the website
updated and vital? If so,
please contact Pastor
Andy for more information. No experience required!

Join in Worship Leadership This Season
Our worship is so much richer with many voices and hands
helping to lead us. There are many ways to help lead: welcoming people to worship as a greeter, reading the scriptures, and
serving Communion are all vitally important—and they’re even
fun, too. Contact the church office or Pastor Andy for more
information.

January Youth Events
Confirmation class – January 5 and 19 (5 – 6:30pm)
Youth group meeting – January 5 and 19 (6:30 – 8pm)
Service day at Thurston County Food Bank – January 28 (3:30 – 5pm)

Looking Back at 2013
1. Open Hands
Food Bank
Garden
2. Crop Walk
3. Christikon
4. Blueberry Bash
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

2
AA—8pm

5

6

7

Sunday School
10:30
Worship 10:30am
Confirmation
5-6:30pm
Youth Group
6:30—8

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

17

18

Office Closed

9

8

Men’s Group
7:30AM

Office Hours
1:30—5pm

AA—8pm

Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir—7pm

12 Education 13

14

16

15

Hour 9am
Sunday School
10:30

Thu

Vestry Council
7pm

Office Hours
1:30—5pm

AA—8pm

Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir—7pm

Vestry Council
Nominations
Deadline

Worship 10:30am

19 Ed Hr 9

20

21

23

22

Sunday School
10:30
Worship 10:30am
Confirmation
5-6:30pm

24

Men’s Group
7:30AM
Beacon Articles
Due

Office Hours
1:30—5pm

AA—8pm

Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir—7pm

Youth Group
6:30—8

26 Education 27

28

30

29

Hour 9am
Sunday School
10:30
Worship 10:30am
Annual Meeting
11:45

Office Hours
1:30—5pm
YG at Food Bank
3:30—5pm

AA—8pm

Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir—7pm

31

25
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January Sunday Service Schedule
Jan. 5

Jan. 12

Jan. 19

Jan. 26

Greeter

Ann. G/
Nancy S.

Annette E./
BW Finn

Whitehouse

Sherry C./
Nancy S.

Acolyte

Boysen

Wheeler

John Gerhard

S. Settle

Chalice
Bearer

Lee/
Linda B.

Patti/
Mike S.

Grete/
Michael

Patti/
Lee

Reader

Ericka B.

Carolyn S.

Dixie R.

Becky F.

Coffee
Hour

Andrew/
Boysen

Wheeler/
Vincent

D. Bradford/
S. Christianson

Ehler/
BW Finn

Children’s
Ministry

none

Grete/Tiff

Karli/Debbie

Charlotte/
Grete

Worship
Support

open

Cindy/Annette/
Irene

open

open

open

open

Altar
Flowers

open

The Settles
For
Spencer’s
15th birhtday

Reminder: If you are unable to provide service on the day scheduled, please make
arrangements to find a replacement or trade places with someone.
Thank you.

St. Christopher’s Community Church
(Episcopal/ELCA)
7902 Steamboat Island Road NW
Olympia, WA 98502

St. Christopher ‘s
Community Church

Office Hours
Tuesdays 1:30—5 pm
Thursdays 9:00—noon
or by appointment
360-866-2111
office@stchristopherolympia.org
www.stchristopherolympia.org
Pastor Andy Willis

Sunday Worship Hours
Worship and Sunday School
at 10:30 a.m.,
with nursery care

