
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42). 
 
Many of you know that this past July I 
spent nine days with nine members of our 
youth group traveling to Christikon, a 
Lutheran camp in south-central Montana.  
I’ve been to camps before, both as a 
camper and as a counselor, and the week 
was a reminder for me of just how pow-
erful and enriching a week away at camp 
can be.  Here are a few things I learned 

(or re-learned) from the week. 
 

Worship Makes a Difference 
The days at Christikon begin and end with 
worship.  There’s nothing particularly new 
or novel about that fact, of course—
Christian communities have ordered their 
days around worship since the earliest 
centuries of the church.  But something 
wonderful does happen to individuals and 
communities when they get into this hab-
it.  Over the course of the week, I 
watched our young people learn the 
songs, settle into the spirit, and even gain 
some comfort leading the prayers.  Lots 
of things happened in between, but we 
knew that each day would begin and end 
with words of praise and a recognition 
that all of our beginnings and endings be-

long to Christ. 
 
We don’t worship because it benefits us; 
we worship because it’s what we are 
made to do.  But it’s a wonderful fact that 
when we’re doing something we are made 

for, life seems just a little bit more in 

alignment. 
 

Take Time for Renewal 
Camp is a busy place, the days filled 
with games and Bible study and hiking 
and camping and doing dishes.  And in 
the midst of all that busyness, we took 
fifteen minutes or so each day for 
quiet time.  It’s just what it sounds 

like: a time when no one speaks.   

I know—it sounds like something you 
could never get seventy-plus middle-
schoolers to do.  But you know what?  
You can, and many even find grace in 
that time of rest.  We were all in-
structed to pick a spot in the camp’s 
meadow, at least 20 feet from the 
nearest person.  We were given a 
scripture passage and some questions 
for reflection, and that’s it—no fur-
ther instructions ahead of time, no 
test on what we’d learned afterward, 

just a time to dwell in quiet with the 
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One who is with us through all the mo-
ments of our days.  This is a profound 
truth to take back to our busy lives: 
even a few minutes of meditation and 
deep listening can change the way we 

approach a full day. 

 
We Need One Another 
In much of our lives today, we live with 
an illusion of self-sufficiency, making our 
way to and from work and school and 
errands and home on our own time, 
with our own needs in mind.  At camp, 
life is lived in community, with shared 
meals, shared times of study and play, 
and shared tasks to keep the place run-
ning.  On our group’s overnight of 
camping in the backcountry, we cooked 
together and did dishes together and 
set up camp together.  Back at camp, I 
helped some of our young people bake 
bread that would be sent on the trail 
with future backpackers, providing   
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sustenance to people we would never 

meet. 
 
All of which reminds me of the deeper 
truth of life, that we need one another, 
more deeply than we can ever know.  
We need one another’s gifts, one an-
other’s prayers, one another’s wisdom.  
Life is far richer when we remember 
this fact and take courageous steps to 
trust and rely on each other.  It’s a 
truth from the mountaintop, but it’s 
one that can make all the difference 
back in the hustle and bustle of life 

down in the valley. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Andy 
pastor@stchristopherolympia.org 
360-628-6828 



August 8 – Annie Dillard, “The Deer at 
Providencia” and “A Field of Silence” 
August 15 – Alice Walker, “The Wel-

come Table” 
August 22 – Garrison Keillor, 

“Exiles” and “Aprille” 
August 29 – Richard Rodriguez, 

“Credo” 
 
Information on ordering a copy of 
the book is on the St. Christopher’s 
website: 
www.stchristopherolympia.org.  If 
you need financial assistance, con-

tact Pastor Andy. 

A book group is gathering this sum-
mer at 10am on Thursday morn-
ings at St. Christopher's. We're read-
ing Listening for God, a collection of 
contemporary short stories that all 
deal with matters of faith. It's a great 
collection of stories that should be fun 
summer reading and provoke great 
conversations as well.  All are wel-
come to join at any time. 

 
Here’s the schedule for August: 
 

August 1 – Raymond Carver, “A Small 
Good Thing” 
 

Blueberry Bash 2013 - Sunday, August 25 

 
20 percent of this year’s proceeds will 
benefit SideWalk, a volunteer operated 
“one-stop shop” for shelter and home-
lessness services for homeless adults.  
It’s an exciting organization and great 
to be supporting their mission this 
year!  More information is on their 

website: www.walkthurston.org 
 
Come join in the fun, and bring a friend! 

Mark your calendars!  Blueberry Bash, 
an annual tradition at St. Christopher’s, 
is scheduled for August 25th this year, 
from noon until 4pm.  Blueberry Bash 
is a much-loved community-wide event: 
food, games, music, a silent auction, 
and a chance to enjoy an afternoon of 
good cheer with your neighbors.  This 
year’s event will feature music from the 
Oly Mountain Boys, a local bluegrass 

group. 

“20 percent of 

this year’s 

proceeds will 

benefit 

SideWalk, a 

volunteer 

operated “one-

stop shop” for 

shelter and 

homelessness 

services for 

homeless adults.”   

Summer Book Group - Listening for God 
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In case you haven’t seen them yet, 
here’s the final version of our purpose 
statement and core values, based on the 
congregation’s discernment work over 
the past year.  Thanks to all who’ve 

been a part of the process! 
 

Our Purpose: 
St. Christopher’s lives, shares, cele-
brates, and grows in the transforma-
tive and inclusive love of God through 

Christ. 

Our Values: 
1. Jesus is the center of our community 

and shows us who God is. 
2. God’s empowering love offers renew-

al each day. 
3. The diversity of all life is a gift of 

God. 
4. Created by God, we are connected 

to all of God’s creation. 
5. Questions are part of a living faith. 
6. The Spirit moves all to share their 

gifts. 

Here’s the schedule of topics for Sep-

tember: 
 
Sept. 8:  Session 1 – “Burger King Mom” – 

Being Poor in America 
Sept. 15:  Session 2 – Is There 
Something Wrong with the Prosperity Gos-

pel? 
Sept. 22: Session 3 – Standing at the Corner 

of Church and State 
Sept. 29: Session 4 – The Gospel According 

to New Orleans 

Our 9am Sunday morning education 
hour will return in September.  We’ll 
be looking at “Justice for the Poor,” a 

six-session course that looks 
at the biblical call to care for 
the poor and asks questions 
about what this call might 
look like in our world today.  
Each week will start with a 
short video featuring Jim Wal-
lis, followed by conversation. 

 
Participant books are available 
for $5.  Please sign up on the 
kiosk at church if you’d like a 
copy.  All are welcome to join 

at any time.   

Education Hour Returns in September – Justice for the Poor 

Good Things Growing at St. Christopher’s 
many of which have already gone home 
with clients of the food bank.  Come 
on out and work alongside your neigh-
bors--information on work days is in 

the “Ways to Serve” section below. 

The Open Hands Food Bank Gar-
den is off to a wonderful start, 
thanks to the work of so many 
members of St. Christopher’s and 
the wider community.  The garden 
is producing abundant vegetables, 

Our Purpose and Core Values – Final Version!  
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Monthly Financial Check-in  
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  Giving Pro-
jected in 2013 

Budget 

Actual Giving Giving Required for 
“Balanced” 2013 

Budget 

July 2013 $8,750 $ 7,865 $10,612 

Year-to-Date $61,250 $ 69,418 $74,284 

2013 Total $105,000 N/A $127,340 

Consider Electronic Giving This Summer 

Will you be traveling over the summer months?  Consider setting up electronic giv-

ing at St. Christopher’s. 
 
Giving is not just a good thing to do; it’s something we are made for.  Cultivating 
generosity and a healthy stewardship of all that’s been entrusted to our care is part 

of our mission at St. Christopher’s. 
 
St. Christopher’s is now accepting gifts electronically through Vanco Services, an 
established company that already processes contributions for more than 12,000 

churches and nonprofit organizations. 
 
Why give electronically?  It’s convenient, it’s safe, and it’s good 
stewardship.  You won’t miss a contribution when you’re away 
from the church, and fewer resources are used in processing gifts 
electronically than in writing checks.  You can sign up by contact-

ing the church office or by visiting our website:  
 

www.stchristopherolympia.org/giving 

August 2013 

A regular glance at our budget, our giving, and our finances in general. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As many of you know, St. Christopher’s is a congregation under development, in a 
process of deepening our mission and growing our ministry.  This work is about deep-
ening our relationships with God, one another, and our community.  While the num-
bers are certainly not the main thing, we need to keep an eye on them, since they re-

flect our resources for ministry. 
 
St. Christopher’s is in the third and final year of a grant from the ELCA for clergy com-
pensation.  This year we are receiving $20,000 in grant funds, and in 2014, we will be 

“on our own”, no longer receiving grant assistance. 
 
Please know that your giving is vital to all aspects of our ministry.  Thank you for your 

stewardship of all that God has entrusted to you. 

“Please 
know that 
your giving 
is vital to all 
aspects of 
our minis-

try.   Thank 
you for your 
stewardship 

of all that 
God has 

entrusted to 

you.“ 
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“Please drop 
off donations 
by Sunday, 
August 18th, 

so the  
organizers 

can plan  
appropriate-

ly.“ 

 

The men’s breakfast group is 
meeting every other week at 
the IHOP in West Olympia 
(1520 Cooper Point Rd. SW) 
for fellowship and good food.                                   

August 2013 

        Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship Group 

This month we’ll gather on Au-
gust 8th and August 22nd.  All 

are welcome! 

Donate to the Blueberry Bash Silent Auction or Bingo Table 

Donated items for the silent auction 
and for bingo prizes at this year’s 
Blueberry Bash are greatly appreciat-
ed.  Donations can be placed on the 
designated tables downstairs at 
church.  Feel free to ask local busi-
nesses for donations; many are happy 
to make a contribution.  The church 

can provide donation letters on re-

quest. 
 
Please drop off donations by Sunday, 
August 18th, so the organizers can plan 

appropriately.  Thank you! 

Open Hands Garden - Work Days Every Tuesday, 5-7pm 

Every Tuesday afternoon 
from 5-7pm, there is an 
open work day in the 
Open Hands Food Bank 
Garden.  A coordinator 
will be present to show 
you what needs to get 
done; just drop in to 

weed, water, harvest, and 
plant.  The garden is already 
producing bountiful food for 
the food bank--come and be a 

part of it! 

Shareholders Meeting—Sunday, August 11 at 6pm 

Thank you to everyone who support-
ed our youth by Buying a Share in 
their trip to Christikon in Montana.   
Our youth had such a wonderful 
time, they all want to return next 

year! 
 
To thank those who supported the 

trip, there will be a reception with a 
presentation by the youth on their 

adventures at Christikon.   
 
The reception is scheduled for Sunday, 

August 11th at 6:00 pm. 

Church News/Ways to Serve 
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St. Christopher’s is a very children-
friendly community.  Feel free to sit near 
the front of the sanctuary: it’s often easier 
for children to see what’s happening in 
worship from up close.  Markers and 
drawing pads are always available in the 

narthex if you wish to make use of them.   
 
We value your child’s gifts, songs, and 
presence as part of our community.  See 

you this summer! 

While there is no Sunday school at 
St. Christopher’s during the summer 
months, that’s no reason not to 
bring your children to worship!  
Communal worship is one of the 
places where children learn the lan-
guage of faith: hearing scripture, 
singing songs, and coming to the 
Table are all part of the process of 

growing in faith. 

Sunday School Returns – September 8  

Youth Group Summer Beach Party – August 11, noon till …... 

Upcoming Youth Events 

                                                    

Children in Worship 

 

“We value 
your child’s 
gifts, songs, 

and  
presence as 
part of our 

community.   
 

See you this 

summer!” 

August 2013 

After a break for the summer 
months, Sunday school will return on 
September 8 for all children ages 3 

through fifth grade.   

Sunday school begins at 10:30 every Sun-
day morning; children rejoin their fami-
lies for worship midway through the 

service. 

A gathering for all youth group mem-
bers and families (siblings, too!) at 
the Penners’ home.  All are wel-
come!  The Penner home is on the 
beach, so there will be swimming, 
and kayaking so bring your swim suit 

and a towel.  There will be hamburgers, 
hot dogs and veggie burgers.  Please 
bring a side dish, dessert or drinks to 

share. 

First Day of Fall Youth Group – September 15, 6:30pm 

We’ll kick off the new year of youth 
group at St. Christopher’s on Sunday, 
September 15, for all youth entering 

Youth and Children 

“Please 
bring a side 

dish,  
dessert or 
drinks to 

share.” 

grades 6 through 12.  See you there and 

bring a friend! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Office Hours 

9am—noon 
 

Summer Book 
Group 10am 

2 3 

4  
 

Worship 10:30 am 

5 
 

 

6  
Office Hours 
1:30—5pm 

 

Weekly Gardening 
5-7pm 

7  
 

AA—8pm 

8 Men’s Group 

7:30AM 
 

Office Hours 
9am—noon 

 

Summer Book 
Group 10am 

9 10 

11 
Worship 10:30 am 

 

Youth Group 
Beach Party 
Noon—4pm 

 

Christikon  
Shareholders 

Meeting 
6pm 

12 

 

 
Vestry Council  7pm 

13  

 
Office Hours 
1:30—5pm 

 

Weekly Gardening 
5-7pm 

14 
 

 
Garden Meeting 

7pm 
 

AA—8pm 

15  
 

Office Hours 
9am—noon 

 

Summer Book 
Group 10am 

16 17 

18 
 
 

Worship 10:30 am 

19 20  
Office Hours 
1:30—5pm 

 

Weekly Gardening 
5-7pm 

21 
AA—8pm 

22 Men’s Group 

7:30AM 
 

Office Hours 
9am—noon 

 

Summer Book 
Group 10am 

23 
 

Beacon Articles 
Due 

24 
 

Blueberry Bash  
Set-up 

9am—noon 

25 
Worship 10:30 am 

 

Blueberry Bash 
noon—4pm 

26 27 Office Hours 

1:30—5pm 
 

Weekly Gardening 
5-7pm 

28 
AA—8pm 

29 Office Hours 

9am—noon 
 

Summer Book 
Group 10am 

30 31 

               August 2013August 2013August 2013August 2013 

Calendar of Events 
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August 4 

 

 
August 11 

 
August 18 

 

 
August 25 

Blueberry Bash 

  
Greeter 

 
Green/ 

Gustafson 

 
R&W Finn 

 
Rydman/ 

Christianson 

 
BW Finn/ 

Sachs 

 
Acolyte 

 
A. King 

 
T. Settle 

 
M. Wheeler 

 

 
D. Boysen 

 
Chalice 
Bearer 

 
S. Parker/ 
G. Willis 

 
Murray/ 

Sells 

 
L. Bradford/ 

R. Finn 

 
Sells/ 

Murray 

 
Reader 

 
Reimer 

 
G. Settle 

 
A. Kirkendall 

 
C. Soetenga 

 
Coffee 
Hour 

 

 
Plughoff/ 
Rydman 

 
M&J Schreck/ 

Settle 

 
Soetenga/ 

Stahl 

 
Blueberry 

Bash 

 
Worship 
Support 

 
Scharf/ 

Bradford 

 
Cindy/ 
Irene 

 
Marilyn 

 
Marilyn 

 
Altar 

Flowers 

The 
Jansens 

for their 
anniversary  

 
 

open 

The 
Settles  

for Greg’s 
birthday 

 

The  
Hallers 

for Diane’s 
birthday 

Reminder:  If you are unable to provide service on the day scheduled, please make  
arrangements to find a replacement or trade places with someone.   

Thank you. 

August Sunday Service Schedule 



 

St. Christopher ‘s St. Christopher ‘s St. Christopher ‘s St. Christopher ‘s     

Community ChurchCommunity ChurchCommunity ChurchCommunity Church    

S
t. C

h
risto

p
h
e
r’s C

o
m

m
u
n
ity

 C
h
u
rc

h
 

             (E
p

isco
p

al/E
L

C
A

) 
7

9
0

2
 Steam

b
o

at Islan
d

 R
o

ad
 N

W
 

O
lym

p
ia, W

A
  9

8
5

0
2 

Office Hours  
Tuesdays 1:30—5 pm  
Thursdays 9:00—noon  

or by appointment 
 

360-866-2111 
office@stchristopherolympia.org 
www.stchristopherolympia.org  

 
Pastor Andy Willis 

  
 

Sunday Worship Hours 
 

Worship at 10:30 a.m., 


