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Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Office Hours
1:30—5 pm

7

9:00am

Education Hour
10:30 Sunday
School
6:30 Youth Group

14

9:00am

8
Vestry Council
7pm

15

Education Hour
10:30 Instructed
Eucharist—No SS
Noon– Work Party

21

9:00am

22

28

9:00am

Education Hour
10:30 Sunday
School

Office Hours
1:30—5 pm

16

23
Office Hours
1:30—5 pm
YG—Food Bank
Volunteering
3:30pm

29

3

30
Office Hours
1:30—5 pm

Thu

4
AA—8pm

10

9

Office Hours
1:30—5 pm

Education Hour
10:30 Sunday
School
Noon– Work Party
6:30 Youth Group
Cursillio @ St.
James in Kent

Wed

AA—8pm

17
AA—8pm
Beacon Articles
Due

24
AA—8pm

Office Hours

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

9am—noon
Choir 7pm

11

Men’s

Group
7:30AM
Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir 7pm

18
Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir 7pm
Cursillio @ St.
James in Kent

25

HYC at
St. Stephen’s,
Longview

19
Cursillio @ St.
James in Kent

26

HYC at
St. Stephen’s,
Longview

20
Cursillio @ St.
James in Kent

27

Men’s Group
7:30AM
Office Hours
9am—noon
Choir 7pm

SS= Sunday
School
AA = Alcoholics
Anonymous

YG = Youth Group
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Pastor’s Page
Christ Is Risen! So… Now What?
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from
their sight (Luke 24:31).
The two disciples walking to Emmaus on the
evening of that first Easter day were not expecting
anything special. They were nursing their grief,
talking through their confusion, sharing the road
with a stranger who seemed totally out of the loop
when it came to current events, even if he did
know his scriptures awfully well.
They were expecting nothing special when they
invited this stranger in for a meal at the end of the
day. It was just a good and decent thing to do,
and they did it. And then comes that amazing and
beautiful moment: Jesus took bread, blessed and
broke it, and gave it to them. Suddenly they knew something very special was
happening; they knew they were in Christ’s presence, and just as suddenly, it
was over: “he vanished from their sight.”
Reading this passage with a group of folks this past week, we all seemed to
agree: yes! That’s how it is! We don’t get to hold on to the profound spiritual
highs, the times of deep recognition, the times when Christ’s presence is as
vivid as a friend across the dinner table. When those moments of grace come,
they are usually fleeting, over as quickly as they come. And yet, somehow,
they’re enough.
The gospels give us a picture of life after Easter as being very ordinary: it’s the
life of gathering with others, of inviting strangers in for a meal, of caring for family, of working in our various vocations. It’s ordinary life, and yet it’s shot
through with the extraordinary promise that the risen Christ is there--walking
beside us, meeting us in friends and strangers, moving us to tell a new story of
life and grace and hope.
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Pastor’s Page
Read on for lots of opportunities to journey together as the people of St. Christopher’s and watch for Christ’s presence in this world:
• Join in a class digging deeper into questions of worship;
• Join in the CROP Walk to help end hunger locally and globally;
• Pitch in and work on the community garden, set to be planted very soon.
Also read on for a report from a member of our community heading out on quite
a journey this month. We’ll be journeying with Michael in faith and in prayer as
he hikes.
It’s a blessing to be on the road together, watching for the risen Christ among
us. Keep your eyes open!
Peace,
Pastor Andy
pastor@stchristopherolympia.org

For Your Calendar
May 3-5—JYC at St. Benedict’s Lacey
May 5—Garden Sunday...see article for details
Thurston County Crop Walk @ 1:30pm
May 11—Letter Carriers’ Food Drive
May 19—Last day of Sunday school / Teacher Appreciation Luncheon

Church News
Men’s Breakfast and Fellowship Group
The men’s breakfast group is meeting every other week at the
IHOP in West Olympia (1520 Cooper Point Rd. SW) for fellowship and good food. This month we’ll gather on April 11th and
th
25 . All are welcome!
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St. Christopher’s Vision for Mission
The St. Christopher’s vision team has been hard at
work this fall and winter, preparing a purpose statement and set of core values for the congregation, based on the congregation’s
input. At the annual meeting in January, the vision team shared a draft of their
work: Here it is:
Purpose statement:
St. Christopher’s lives, shares, celebrates, and grows in the transformative and inclusive love of God through Christ.
Core values:
Jesus is the center of our community and shows us who God is.
God’s empowering love offers renewal each day.
Diversity is a gift of God.
Our faith leads us to see the interconnectedness of all creation.
Questions are part of a living faith.
The Spirit moves all to share their gifts.
The team received good input at the congregational feedback session in March,
and a revised set of core values will soon be put forward for a congregational
vote. Stay tuned!
Sunday Morning Education Hour
Schedule
Every Sunday morning, we gather for an
education hour from 9am to 10am. The
subjects change, but the format stays the same: an open time for coffee, conversation, and digging deeper into the Christian faith.
April 7 - Bible Study
April 14 - Worship Matters (Part 1: Why Do We Worship?)
April 21 - Worship Matters (Part 2: Encountering God in Word)
April 28 - Worship Matters (Part 3: Encountering God in the Sacraments)
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Church News
Worship Matters
Education Hour This Season
Why do we gather for worship each week?
Where did this sort of worship come from? How
does our worship shape the way we live and respond to the world? And where is God in all of this, anyway?
If you’ve ever asked questions like these, I hope you’ll join us for our education
hour this Easter season. We’ll be working our way through big questions of
worship, and to guide the conversation, we’ll be using Worship Matters, a curriculum designed by the ELCA.
We’ll begin the study on Sunday, April 14, and we’ll continue through Pentecost
Sunday, May 19. Come and dig deeper into questions of worship – every Sunday morning at 9am. All are welcome–that means you.
Instructed Eucharist - Worship on April 14
On Sunday, April 14, the 10:30 worship service will include an
instructed eucharist: we’ll talk our way through the various parts
of the worship service as we go, with the aim of better understanding and appreciating the richness of our worship tradition.
This will also be a special Communion Sunday, with the opportunity for those second graders who have not yet received Communion to receive it for the first time.
Garden Sunday - May 5th
On May 5th, we’ll be celebrating the community garden in worship and also receiving a special offering to help cover the
cost of its construction. Come to give
thanks for this new outreach at St. Christopher’s and to support this service to the
wider community.
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Coming Soon
Electronic Giving at St. Christopher’s
St. Christopher’s will soon be offering members the
option to give electronically through a safe, secure
automatic deduction from your checking or savings
account. The Diocese of Olympia has helped many
local Episcopal congregations to set up similar systems, and ours should be up
and running soon.
Electronic giving is simple, safe, and convenient, both for individuals and for the
congregation. If you decide to start giving electronically, you won’t need to worry about writing checks on a weekly or monthly basis; you can simply set up the
recurring gift you’d like to make and know that you are consistently supporting
the ministry of St. Christopher’s.
More information will be available soon!
Membership Survey
Coming Soon to Your Mailbox
It’s been a few years since we updated our congregational records--a survey is
soon on the way! This is a chance for our office to be sure we have correct contact information and up-to-date records for all members. Please watch your mail
and email for the survey and help us to stay in touch.
Providing a Safe and Comfortable Space for All
A number of St. Christopher’s members have high sensitivities
to perfumes, colognes and other scented personal care products. In the interest of providing a space that is safe and comfortable for everyone, please refrain from wearing scented products to church.
Thank you for taking this simple step to care for everyone in our community.
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Michael Walther’s Journey
Hello dear friends at St. Christopher’s! You may
have heard the rumors- at the end of April I will
begin a 5 month long, 2600 mile walk on the Pacific
Crest Trail. This thru hike, as such walks are called,
will take me from Campo, CA, a tiny town on the
Mexican border, to Manning Park in Canada. The
PCT will take me through the dry desert, across
snowy mountains, and beside still waters. This desire was born at a time when I
grew tired of school and wanted to do something different before going to college,
to break out of the script that I felt my life had become. Now, though, my thru hike
will be more than just breaking free from society’s script, it will be a chance to
search inwardly for God’s script (or at least stage cues!) for my life.
On the trail, life is simple. You walk, eat, and sleep- not hard to remember!
I have always felt most at peace in God’s Creation, and I hope this time of physical
labor (walking 20+ miles each day) coupled with mental and spiritual tranquility will
give me time to meditate on my future and God’s purpose for me. Pastor Andy has
guided me in making this thru hike a pilgrimage, on which I will journey inward as
well as onward. The labyrinth, by the way, is a way of walking a pilgrimage in a
shorter amount of time.
Although I am going by myself, I will not be alone! To start the PCT hiking
season, there is a Kick-Off at Lake Morena County Park, a day’s walk from the border, where many of this year’s thru hiker hopefuls, myself included, will gather to
celebrate the journey! About 300 or so people complete the PCT every year, and I
will likely not be more that a day’s walk ahead or behind other hikers. I am sure I
will meet many wonderful folks on the trail. There is also Trail Magic- serendipitous
blessings from people you meet along the way. This is a chance to meet strangers
and find that they are some of the nicest people in the world.
If you are interested in hearing more about my thru hike, visit my blog on
trailjournals.com- click on “Pacific Crest Trail” in the upper left corner, and then
scroll through until you find my name. You may have to click on “Next 25 hikers>>”
at the bottom. Please sign the guestbook! I look forward to this new experience,
but I will always be thinking of you. This community, each and every one of you,
has been a wonderful blessing in my life. May God be with you!
-Michael
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Spring Cursillo Event: April 18th-21st, St. James, Kent
Cursillo is a renewal movement of the Episcopal Church patterned on Jesus' example. Its purpose is to help those in the
church understand their individual callings to be Christian
leaders. The initial step in that understanding is to attend a
Cursillo weekend. The next opportunity will be the Spring Coed Cursillo Weekend, April 18th-21st, at St. James Episcopal Church in Kent.
If you or someone you know would be interested in attending this Cursillo
weekend, please visit olycursillo.org to sign up or to find out more about Cursillo.

Some of our youth
taking a break after
helping with the
Open Hands Food
Bank Garden.

Ways to Serve
Community Garden Work PartiesSunday, April 14 and 21
The community garden team is hosting a work
party on Sunday, April 14th and 21st, following
worship. We'll be continuing work on landscape
preparations for the garden site. All are welcome to lend a hand--dress for work
outside and bring gloves.
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Ways to Serve
Join in the Thurston County CROP Walk
Sunday, May 5
Want to do something about hunger in our community
and around the world? Come on out and walk! St.
Christopher’s is putting together a team to walk in this
year’s Thurston County CROP Walk. The CROP
Walk is a national effort to fight hunger, coordinated by Church World Service. Walkers receive pledges from friends, coworkers, and family, and all proceeds go toward local and global hunger relief efforts.
This year’s Thurston County CROP Walk is Sunday, May 5th, starting at
1:30pm. The 10k (6.2 mile) walk covers a loop through Olympia and Tumwater.
Sign up by contacting the church office or visiting our website:
www.stchristopherolympia.org.
Mission and Outreach Team
A small team is forming to help coordinate
our congregation’s many mission and outreach activities, including the food bank, the
community garden, and our congregation’s
giving. Interested in helping to lead this church in serving our neighbors? Contact Pastor Andy.
Vacation Bible School at St. Christopher’s?
Are you interested in seeing a Vacation Bible School
for elementary school kids at St. Christopher’s this
summer? A group is forming to discuss options-contact Pastor Andy if you’re interested.
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Youth and Children
Youth Director: Dani Egan 359-3224 or
Email: danichristineegan@gmail.com
Children’s Ministry: Charlotte Clark-Neitzel 943-8159
Upcoming Youth Events

Youth group meetings - Sun, April 7 and 21 (6:30-8pm)
Spring HYC @ St. Paul’s Bremerton—April 12-14
Service day at Thurston County Food Bank - Tues, April 23 (3:30-5pm)
Spring JYC @ St. Benedict’s Lacey—May 3-5
Thurston County CROP Walk - Sun, May 5 (1:30pm)
Letter Carriers’ Food Drive - Sat, May 11 (all day)
6-Day Camp @ Camp Huston—June 9-25
You can always check the church website for information on youth
events:
stchristopherolympia.org
or
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stchristopheryouth/
Instructed Eucharist/Special Communion
We will be having an Instructed Eucharist/Special
Communion on April 14 during the 10:30 service.
Pastor Andy will explain the parts of the Eucharist
during the service and actively involve the children in
each part. We will also recognize the 2nd and 3rd
graders who have completed a Communion Preparation Program. We will use the bread for which they
grew and ground the wheat and baked with the help
of Marilyn Walther. There will be no Sunday school
that Sunday.
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Youth and Children
Youth Director: Dani Egan 359-3224 or
Email: danichristineegan@gmail.com
Children’s Ministry: Charlotte Clark-Neitzel 943-8159
Needed
We need clean frozen pizza boxes for a children’s ministry
art project. You may leave them on one of the Children's
Ministry shelves. Thanks Charlotte Clark-Neitzel

Upcoming Children’s Ministry Events
May 19—Last day of Sunday School
and
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon

This area
was left
blank.
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April Service Schedule
April 7

April 14

April 21

April 28

Greeter

Rydman/
Scharf

Whitehouse

Finn/
Gustafson

Christianson/
Sachs

Acolyte

A. King

T. Settle

Gerhard

N. Boysen

Chalice
Bearer

S. Parker/
L. Bradford

Walther/
L. Murray

Walther/
Swigert

Sells/
Scharf

Reader

Reimer

C. Soetenga

A. Parker

E. Boysen

Coffee
Hour

Penner/
Stahl

Children’s
Ministry

Warjone
Wheeler

Vincent/
Swigert

Worship
Support

Cindy/Irene

Lisa

Marilyn

Marilyn

open

The
Kirkendalls
for
Angela’s
birthday

The
Settle’s
for their
anniversary &
Annette’s bday

The
Gerhards
for
John’s
birthday

Altar
Flowers

Reminder: If you are unable to provide service on the day scheduled, please make
arrangements to find a replacement or trade places with someone.
Thank you.
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Sun. Service Schedule

Office Hours
Tuesdays 1:30—5 pm
Thursdays 9:00—noon
or by appointment
360-866-2111
office@stchristopherolympia.org
www.stchristopherolympia.org
Pastor Andy Willis
Sunday Worship Hours
Worship at 10:30 a.m.,
and nursery care
Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.
Youth group (6th –12th Grades)
At 6:30 pm on the 1st & 3rd Sunday

